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INTERNATIONAL MATCH VERSUS LONDON-BASED 

òAMERICAN-BORNó PLAYERS IN GREAT BRITAIN 

In 1906, the British Baseball Association was 

established featuring baseball teams affiliated with 

top association football clubs in the London area. 

Baseball squads connected to Tottenham Hotspur, 

Woolwich Arsenal, Fulham, Clapton Orient , and 

Leyton all participated in the competition . The 

following year an òinternational matchó between 

òEnglish-bornó and òAmerican-bornó players occurred 

on 15 July. The Evening Standard reported the line -

ups for the contest  on 9 July, but no score  

is available.  

RESULT:  òAMERICAN-BORNó PLAYERS (UNKNOWN)
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SERIES VERSUS òALL-AMERICANó TEAM IN GREAT BRITAIN 

Following World War I, US and Canadian troops 

stationed in Great Britain began playing baseball 

games against each other. After a time, a circuit 

named the òInternational Baseball Leagueó 

developed, complete with a number of native Bri tish 

players. During the summer, a series between òAll-

Britishó and òAll-Americanó sides was organized and 

included members of this league. It  is unclear how 

many games were played in the series in total , but at 

least one game in July was played, in which the 

British team prevailed 12 Ĭ11 at the groun d of Chelsea 

Football Club. According to the 24 July edition  of the 

New York Times, the US team scored 6 runs in the 

first two innings, but the British squad stormed back, 

taking the lead for good in the seventh with a 5-run 

outburst. In August, The Times recorded results for 

that match and mentioned the outcome of a second 

match-up, which the US players won. 

RESULTS:  òALL-AMERICANó TEAM (W 12Ĭ11, L) 
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ENGLAND VERSUS SCOTLAND IN GREAT BRITAIN 

Before the constituent countries of Great Britain 

came together as a unified team, this contest , which 

took place in Edinburgh,  was heralded as the first 

international baseball game between England and 

Scotland played under American rules. Scotland 

prevailed easily, beat ing the English squad 24Ĭ3. 

Scotland scored 6 runs in the second inning and held 

the English team scoreless until the ninth. The 

Scottish teamõs players were recruited from the 

University of Edinburgh and University of Scotland  

and were, presumably, mainly students from North 

America. Likewise, the English team, which  

comprised players from Englandõs National Baseball 

Association, was decidedly non-British. By way of 

illustration , LANCE CARR, a South African who played 

association football  for Liverpool Football Club, was 

described as the òstaró for England, in the 3 June 

edition of the New York Times. 

 Two further games were played between the 

teams, the latter of which took place at Belle Vue in 

Manchester. The three-game series was part of Sir 

John Mooresõ baseball promotion campaign.  

RESULT:  SCOTLAND (L 24Ĭ3,  UNKNOWN)
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WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP VERSUS USA IN GREAT BRITAIN 

Initially planned as a Test series between the US 

Olympic Team and England, the International 

Baseball Federation later crowned the England squad 

(since referred to as Great Britain) as the first  World 

Amateur Champions for their  commanding four-

games-to-one victory in the August matches  (played 

in Halif ax, Hull ,  Leeds, Liverpool, and Rochdale). 

 

 

 

 

 Great Britain , who mainly comprised players 

competing in the Yorkshire ĬLancashire league, 

dominated the series. They shut out the US team 

twice , including a 3Ĭ0 win in front of 10  000 

spectators at Wavertree Stadium in Liverpool.  

 Team USA, who were preparing for the 1940 

Olympics (which were planned for Tokyo but were 

cancelled because of World War II), fea tured players 

picked at the National Amateur Baseball Trials in 

Lincoln, Nebraska, in July. The US team contained a 

mixture of college and high -school players and 

included Mike Schemer, who went on to play for the 

New York Giants in the Major Leagues, batt ing .330 in 

32 games. 
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 Great Britain õs top performer was pitcher 

ROSS KENDRICK, described in a game programme as 

òpitcher with a very clean style of hooks, speed, and 

enduranceó. He threw both of the teamõs shut-outs, 

striking out 16 in the f irst match-up and 12 in 

the second.  

RESULTS:  USA (W 3Ĭ0, W 8Ĭ6, L 5Ĭ0,  W 4Ĭ0, W 5Ĭ3) 

 

More baseball glory might have come Great Britainõs 

way the following year when a team was selected to 

t ravel to Cuba to play in the second World Cup. But a 

lack of funds forced Great Britain to stay at home. 

Any hope for an immediate return to the world 

baseball stage was, of course, dashed by the 

outbreak of World War II.  

 Still, during the war, Americans stationed in the 

UK often played baseball and there were even some 

examples of Great Britain teams joining in. For 

example, in July 1943, there were advertisements 

placed in the Liverpool Echo publicizing a series of 

games between the òAmerican Nite Sticksó and òAlf 

Hansonõs All-England Nineó team. Nevertheless, the 

war clearly drew attention away from re -forming a 

true national squad.   

 
  

A cartoon that 
appeared in the 
Liverpool Echo 
during the  
series. 

 






































































































