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Brian Hollandis perfect game
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At the 2007 national pnals, Brian Holland announced that he would be taking a step back from scoring duties, after over four
decades of dedication to this important part of baseball. This provides an opportunity to look back at his involvement in the game.

Sutton Braves in the early 1960s, Brian Holland
(pictured in Figure 1) has served as regular scorer

for five baseball clubs (see Table 1). However, a thread
of continuity exists showing that his dedication has been
not just to scoring, but to his club as well. In 1991, after
nearly 30 years of existence for the Braves, players from
the team joined forces with the Barnes Barnstormers
to form the London Athletics, playing under that name
for one season, before becoming the London Warriors.
The Warriors enjoyed great success, securing four
championships (to add to titles in 1981 and 1982 won as
an earlier incarnation). When the team eventually folded
at the end of the 2005 season, all but a handful of the
remaining Warriors went to join the Richmond Flames.
Brian is the solitary continuous link in this obloodlined.

The first experience that Brian had with baseball came
one evening when he was playing with the dial on his radio.
He tuned in to an unfamiliar-sounding commentary,
which turned out to be one of the many baseball games
being broadcast at the time for the benefit of the US
Armed Forces personnel stationed in the country. It had an
intriguing quality & something lacking from other sports,
such as cricket, which is something that Brian saw as an
alternative to sleeping pills. Over the next few years, Brian
came to realize that baseball was his operfect gameo.

After his initial exposure to the sport over the
airwaves, Brian soon learned of it being played in Britain
through reading The Evening News, with the Saturday
edition of this London newspaper carrying reports of the
game. Curious to find out more, Brian looked for details
of matches being played south of the river. The first game
he watched took place at Rose Hill, in Sutton, which was
home to a US Navy baseball team. (He had dismissed
mentions of Southgate, only to discover later on that they
referred to an area of Crawley, in West Sussex, rather
than the place north of the river.)

Brian also watched baseball at Selhurst Park, in
Croydon, and it was during a game at this ground that he

S ince getting his first taste of keeping score with the

London Warriors*
Old Timers
Richmond Flames

Southern Tigers

Sutton Braves

*Known as the London
Athletics in 1991.

Table 1. A list of the
clubs in Britain for which
Brian has been a regular
scorekeeper.

Figure 1. Brian wearing his London
Warriors cap, along with a jacket he
was awarded by the Richmond Flames
in 2007.

received a flyer advertising a team starting up in South
London, which he decided to try out for as a player. Led
by Bert Baker, the team was going to be known as the
0Purley Kingso, but the 0Sutton Bravesd was settled on
as a name before the team played a competitive game,
presumably because it was a more accurate title for a
team based at Rose Hill. Looking back, Brian reflects on
his experiences as a player with modesty:

0l made the team, but the only thing | ever managed to
do at the plate was disturb the air. Defensively, | was
normally put out in right peld, the position where I could
do least damage. I did try out at second base, and during
a practice | was rather proud when I tagged a runner
advancing to second with my glove. But I looked down to
see that my glove was empty, and | was still holding the
ball in my bare hand. That story pretty much sums up my
playing days.0

Fortunately for Brian, and for British baseball, it was not
long before someone stuck a scorebook under his nose
and suggested that he might want to give it a try. Unlike
playing, it was something that Brian felt immediately
comfortable with; moreover, he saw it as his future
in the game.






