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Classic poswar finals
In British baseball

Joe Gray 1 28 March 2009

Project ‘ Th/lsl article has beem/ﬂen for
Project Cobb (the Project for the
CObb | Chronicling of British Baseball) 1900 Nottingham Forest ‘17:ii/16/ Derby
1907 Clapton Orient 81 7 Derby
istorical documentscovering baseball in
Britain are not nearly as abundant as they
are for baseball in the United States, but @ 1911 Leyton 65 Crystal Palace
we do have some materials. For instance, thank o o
1934 Hatfield (Liverpool) 13 12 Albion (Liverpool)
primarily to baseball historian William Morgaere
is a comprehensive list of national final scores dating 1938 Rochdale Greys 11 0 Oldham Greyhounds
back to 1890along with a note of which finals went
into extra innings
When scanning through the list, it is difficult for Finals satisfyingt he o0cl assic6 definit
someone with afnterest in the history of baseball in To give myself a chance of findirgrther detailsfor
Britain not to wonder what each game was like,and all games on the listof classigsl constrained my hunt
in particular,which the classics weré.decided to  for information tothose finals played after World
take this a step further, bgrawing up a list of the War Il. However, | will still note the finals played
classic finals based dne scorelines and then hunting before 1940 that met the definition (s€able 1).
for information on each gamé&he details presented Baseball puristmay pick outthe 1938 gamevhich is

1908 Tottenham Hotspur 61 5 Leyton

Table 1.Classic finals played before World War II.

have been crosshecked where possible. the onlycontestin historywith a 20 scorelineand is
thusperhapstheclassic final.
What makes a classic final ? Across all of the national finals playedncluding

While a classic final may have many ingredients, suchhose of the semjprofessional Scottish Amicable
as a great individual performance or a number of league of 19871989 andalso thoseof a renegade
changes in the lead, | had only teeorelingin each  parallelnationalleague in 1992994t a besbfthree
final to go on, as well athat note ofthe gamesthat  format has been usedtimes (there was a gap of
went into extra inningsStill, using this minimal over 100 years between the first such final, in 1890,
information | was able to produce a reasonableand the second one, in 1992 deciding third game
definition: a final shall be considered as a classic if thénas been played in four of these finals (1991, 1994,
winning marginof the deciding gamewas a single 1996, and 2006), but thkird game has always been
run or if the game went to extra innings. Any final decided by morethan 1 run. Still, it is worth noting
meeting either of these criteria must have been arthat the 1991 final involved threerdh games(the
excitingone Enfield Spartans defeal the London Athletics in

Of course, some of the more exciting finals may that series)
be missed: if a team overturned a deficit in the last  All other finals have been single gamekthese,
inning to wn by 2 or more runs, that will not be four were decided by 1 rurwithout extra innings,
picked up by my definition.Neverthelessthe list  one was decided by 1 run in extra innings, and one
shouldat leasbe free ofnon<classis went to extra innings but ended up with a winning
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margin of mee than 1 run.These are the six classic
finals making up the lisandthe yearsconcernedare
1969, 1976, 1979, 1984, 19&ottish Amicable
leagug, and 1993 rénegadeleague).If you do not
have time to learn what | managed to find out about
each of hesegames and just want to know the resuylts
then | direct you to the websitBritish Baseball Data
where you can find scores for pagorld War I
finals (ttp://www.britishbaseballdata.co)ulFor those of
you who are going to stick around, | withcke the
games in chronological ordetisting the competing
teams within each final in alphabetical ordeather
than using the more traditional winndirst format;o
avoid spoiling the result

Figure 1.The Halton Tropns in 1948, their third seasoAfter
folding in 1958 they would later reform as the Liverpool Trojar

me mb er s 6 dgnk. A baemaidreferredto the
team as fAthe Trojans in t
when it came to decide aine moniker.

he b

1969: Liverpool Trojans

versus Watford Sun -Rockets

Liverpool Trojans

Although this is theearliest of our six contestthe
Trojans arehe only team involved in elassidinal to

The Trojans (pictured in Figure 1in 1948)
survived until 1958, whethey folded owing to a lack
of interest. In1964 the team was Hormed as the
Liverpool Trojans but only a few of the original
members remainedOne of those members was

still be in existence. Getting some historical Norman Wells, Sr, whéed the newteam enteringit
background information on the teamvas thus in the leagudor the1965season

relatively easyl did not needto look further than the
clubd s  w ghltpshimin. Brerpooltrojanshaseball.coyuk/
A collection ofhistoical articleson the site provides

Watford Sun -Rockets
Since moving from South London to Hertfordshire in
the following details. 2006, | have been interested to learn more about the
A teamnamedthe Halton Trojans was formed in Watford SurARockets, as this is the only team from
1946 by a group of eservicemen. They were based the county to make a national fingbome initial
in a pub in West Derby called the dlton Castle, probing turned up one lead, which was that the team
whi ch i s wheirne tthhee thchahd symeaventzeen linked to Sun Chemical, a producer
from (the manager of the pub took on the same role of printing inks and pigmentdVanting some more
for the team) The Halton Castle served beer to a details for the purpose of this articled phoned
number of other baseball teams, and it was AlanWilliam Morgan (the baseball historian mentioned in
Robertson, coach of the Liverpool Robingho t hi s articl eb6s HepoHened mag par a
suggested that the Halton Trojans should form adifferente x pl anat i o ifnort hteh et efia mo
competitive outfit after seeing promise in a friendly name and supplieddditionaldetailstoo.
between these two teams. The teambébs beginnings can b

The teamds home gr drun gearwfeos tha t189Bfimdl toelP964ewheh the

Liverpool (vhere Everton Football Club traingd
which confirms that there was tink to the Haltorto
the soutkeast of the cityAn Americannamed Eddie

Middlesex Athleticformed a secondideknown as
the Middlesex BeesAfter a splitled by Peter Ash
(who had previously chairethe Southern Baseball

Odvelia, who had playedprofessionallyfor the Associ at i on 0 s subcomnsiteggthe r el at i
Liverpool Giants before World War Il, was asked to teamwas renamed Barnet Quta, giving rise to the
be playetcoach rather unusual gih t of a AQO0 on a ba

Thepub al so contributed
t he t e a nbesbreweayHigsonsproduceda
brand called Trojan ber, which was most team

Thely eompiéed indtje deagsieds Bpraetfrom 1866
until 1968and played home games at the Grange

Playing FieldAt some point before the 1969 season

—)
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top league.The 1969 natioal
final provides a good counter
exampk, and | am able to
supply thedetailscourtesy of a
schedule bookletfor the 1969
season that | was lent by John
Thomas(see Figure 2)Thomas
was a baseball player of that
era, the era before, and the era
after, aml we shall encounter
him as a player inthe classic
final of 1984

The game played between
Watford and Liverpool was the

final of the National League
Figure 2 Cover of the fixtures book fathe National Baseball League (UK) in 1969. Cup competition, which was

open to all affiliated cluhgnuch
links were madewith a firm calledSun Printers, like the FA Cupisin football At the time, the top tier
which was based in Watfor@Bun Printersloes not  in Britain was known as the Major LeagWatford
appear to be have beeassociated with th&un playedin the Southern Senior League, which was in
Chemical of my original leall Through this the secad tier, while Liverpool played in theNorth
relationship with Sun Printers, a number of Western Regional Leaguig, the thid tier. It is quite
draughtsmen joined the team, and their relatively likely that the &r a team ended up in depended as
high salaries allowed the club teequestannual subs  much on geography and willingness to travel as it did
at a time when most baseball teams had to settle foon ability.

charging players by the gamorgan also recalled According to the schedule booklet, to get to the
that Oxhey playing fiells in Watford served ashe final Watford needed tdbeat Brighton on 11 Mayhen
t e amofeground. Benfleet or Richmond on 8 Junigefore facing Sutton,

With the provenance of whd®ceined ayetpthiestage ®fdhe competidan ,k e d
Morganwh at t he ter m A Roc k e29suneFinaliy)Watfordlreguireal & Victory bvEdsex d
to. The explanation he gavevas thatthe US Air  Thames BoardMills or one of four other Southern
Force base in Ruislipassed oriheir uniforms to the  SeniorLeagueteams on 27 JulBimilarly, theTrojans
club, andthatt h e viRocket® addrned theshirts  needed to defeaBtockport in a preliimary gameon
(incidentally, tle Ruislip Rocketsmade it to the 31 Mayand then theRoyals on28 June, in ordeto
national final in 1951, losing29to the Burtonwood advance agheteam fromthe northwest. Victory here
Bees, also a US Air F o r seteup & mattle on 3 iAugustvah Stockport agairBtrtiet a i n @
only final to date between two teams of servicemen)winner from the northeastregion gither Nottingham
It was not unusual for baseball equipment to ey  or one of threeHull teams: theéAces,the Priestme, or
or sold b the general public by bases around this the Royals[not to be confused with a teanalted the
time, making it hard to keep a baseball section in aRoyals from the northvest that the Trojans may have
sports shop. Lillywhites, for instance, tried to cater fofaced earlier in the competitign]
baseball playersut withoutsuccess

The game

Paths to the final The final wasplayed at Harvey Haddon Stadium in
It is worth pointing out at this stage that not all Nottingham on Monday 1 Septdrer. Aside from
British finals have been played between teamsthis detail (which was in the schedule booklet) and
making it through a plagff after qualifying from the the scoeline, | was not particularly hopeful of finding
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information onthe final, butl tried a quick Google
search nevertheless. Normally, puttindgg a s e b a |
a British place name iontGoogle brings up stories BASEB ALL
about crimes involving batielding or capvearing
miscreantsl was surprisedthen, to quickly find a

game report from the finadn the website o& local BHms"u.‘u‘(ngS; "cﬁi&‘.‘;.‘ém’éi?i““""”
paper in Yorkshire and another in Wiltshire. | am not
sure how the reporbecame associatedith papers

serving two places that are close to neither Liverpoo KENS'NGTON

nor Watford, but Il 6m hsap y as it
and rule out the possibility th#thas been planted on SPIR" OF 76

the Internet as a spoof to trip upistorians of —

Britishbaseball.

The report which was almost certainlywritten “VERPUUL TRUJANS

by a SumRocket as no Trojas players are
mentioned by nametells of what sounds like a

genuine classicAfter six innings, with Liverpool
leading Watford by a scoreline of6t3, the Sun RUSSI-YN PARK FOOTBALL CLUB

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1976 LONDON, S.W.15.

Rockets replaced Phil Lago with Don Spencer. No
runs were scored by either side in the seventh, ang
so the game entered the top of teeghth with the
Tr oj amrs Bad 3till intact.In that inning, X
Watford managed to load the bases with two outs,
and the substitute Spencer came to the plate.
Spencercleared the bases with a tripte tie the  After the final
game. The Trojans stranded Spencer at tHinat Watford disappeeed from the British basebaltene
could not retakethe leadin the bottom half of the pretty quickly after 1969; in fact, it is possible that this
frame, and following a scoreless ninth the gamewas t he teamdés | ast ¢thempetiti
entered extainnings. Liverpool Trojans arestill in existenceas mationed

In the tenth inning Don Brock scoredthe ge  earlier in this sectigrmakingthemthe oldestextant
ahead run for Watford ora sacrificebunt laid down  team in tle country, andby quite amargin
by Don Cummings but they did ne plate any more The Trojans had to wait 7 years fonather
runs and this time Liverpool did manage to respond, chance to captura first national title.Between these
scoring a tying run to take the gaymow standing at  two appearances by thiErojans theirlocal rivals the
7L7, into the 11th inning Once more though Liverpool Tigers won the national finelice,in 1971
Watford were able to score a run in the top half of and in 1975So what happened in 19767?
the inning, with a player nameldea (a first name is
not supplied)being driven in bya hit off the bat of 1976: Kensington Spiritof 6 7 6
Brock and this time the Trojans could not keep the versus Liverpool Trojans

Figure 3 Front cover of the programme for the 1976 national -
et ween Kensington Spirit of

game alivefalling &7. | have arelativewealth of information for this final:
While this was undoubtedly an epic contest, thel a programme (see Figure 3) and scoresheet lent to

shine is taken off slightly by arcausationthat the me by longtime baseball fan Dennis Newman

SunRockets used ringera claimthat is maintained 1 issue14 of Baseball Mrcury from December

to this day on the Tr oj an $936 (mpe&viwe.gblisaorg.uk/mercury.hyml
T personal correspondencitom Jeff Archer,the
AThere was every reason to believe that the managerof Spirit of6 7afd authorof Strike Four
Watford team used illegal U.S. Naval playérs Adventures in European Basebad book he


http://www.gbbsa.org.uk/mercury.html
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published in 1995 on his involvement in EuropeanB r i
baseball in the 1970s and 1980s

an Bretherton won

t he

run title, while teanmate Art Bolton picked up the

| personal correspondence, press clipgirand a pitching award Other star players included Norman

scoresheet fronNorman Wells, Sr,the Trojarsd ~ Wells, Jr, Joel Greenberg, and coach Stan Windross,

teammanager listed in the programme for the final as havindibgt

averages of

Kensington Spiritof 6 7 6

.500,

452, and .380,
Merseyside AlStars Kevin Greenatind Josh Jones

The Spirit of 6 7t6éam t named after a clothing were also highlighted in the programme notes.

wholesalerthat provided financial backind. was

establishedin 1976 by Jeff Archeran American.  The game
Archer had first encountered baseball being played in The game waslpyed atthe ground ofRosslyn Park
Britain on his honeyioon in 1973. Returning in 1975 Rugby FootballClub on Sunday 26 Septembewith
with a job as a sales representative for an Americampproximately 400 paying spectators in attendance
sporting goods company, he was offered the role aghe startinglineups are shown in Table 2with the
manager of the Crawley Giants. In 1976 he expandedTrojans, who lost the toss, batting first
his involvement in British baseball by becoming Shuggés

President of the Southern Baseball League, as well a homer u n

managindhis new team

by
a strikeout and a flyout to right field, Wells drew a

second

pitch

respectively.

of

Me r ¢

t he

L i voffrBpethaetbnd Aterl e a d

walk and then advanced tthird on a double by

Liverpool Trojans

Jones. Greenberg grounded out to third, though, to

The Tr o histosyOis covered in the previous end the top half of the inningAn error by Wells put
section. Itis worth adding here thatthe Liverpool  Ward, theSpirit ofd 7legdoff batter on baseand he
side isthe only team to appear in two classic finas was advanced to second on a sacrifice bunt by

defined in this article

Mundy. However, Brown popped up to the first

baseman and Shugg grounded out to the shortstop
Paths to the final for the second and third out3here were no runs in
Kensingta Spirit of6 7w®n the southern area league the next two innings, although Liverpool did load the
and met the Nottingham Lions, Midlands league bases in the second and got a m@h feet from home
champions, in a ongame playff for a spot in the in the third with Wells sealing two bases after
national final. The southernside were comfortable receiving a walk, the fourth issued 8kugg

7t0 victors behind KenS h u g g 64it shutbut. e e

The team hd many pitching options besides Shugg, .
including a 16yearold southpaw named Gary

Charles who was born in Swindon and raised in | 1
America, and whahad a fastbalpeakingat around
80 miles per hourStar batters includethe youthful
Simon Mundy and Shaun Ward, and the more
experienced Al Brown, Randy Cooper, and Dave | 4,
Draper. Jim Fuldner, who led the Southern Baseball
League with a 0.44 earnedh average, did ot play
in the final asby Septembehe had graduated from |
the American School of London and returned to the
United States

The Liverpool Trojans, who went unbeaten in ' 8
winning the Merseyside league, facede Hull
Royals,champions oHumberside for aberthin the

2

g

5]

7

Brian Bretherton

Stan Windross

Art Bolton

Norman Wells, Jr

Joel Greenberg

Carl Moody

Jimmy Kelly

Josh Jones

Kevin Greenall

CF

=)

SS)

1B

2B

C

LF

RF

Shaun Ward

Simon Mundy

Al Brown

Ken Shugg

Dave Draper

Randy Cooper

Chris Mann

Gary Charles

Mike Shelton

final. The Trojans won the game #B).L i v e r p (Table 2 Starting linaips from the 1976 final.
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LF

SS

1B

CF

RF
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Shuggdés control probl e
inning, with the first two batters being hit hypitch.
Both of these batters came round to score on 3
double by Windross after Bretherton hagingled.
Liverpool now had a -8un lead, with men on second
and third and none out.

Next up was Bolton, the pitcher, and he hit a
ground ball to the third baseman. Bmnerton
attempted to score on the play, but Mundy threw to
Brown in time for the tag. While Shugg managed to
limit the damage with a papp and a flyout, he was
sent to centrfield after the inning, and Draper took Spirit of & 7n@w had to come to &t needing a run
the mound. just to keep the game alive.

After the first two battemsere retired in the bottom It was not looking promising for the Londoners
of the fourth,Spirit of6 7g6ttheir first hit of the game, afterthe first two batters were retirglout Brown, the
a double by Cooper. This was quickly followed by a next player up, managed to draw a walkhis
second double, off the bat of Mann, which drove in broughtto the plateShugg, who had driven in a run
the first run of the game for theondoners.Draper  in his previous two diats. He made good contact
held Liverpod scoreless in the top of the fifth, and with the ball once again, sending it outtbe park
Spirit of 6 7nfanaged to pull back another run in the but it was a couple of feet foul. He then struck out on
bottom ofthe inning, again with two outShugg drove  a fouklip to end the gameThe Trojans were now
in Ward with a single after Ward had doubled and national champmins, after having come very close in
stolen third.No runs were plated in the sixth, and that game 7 years previous.

Drapea continued to dominate the opposing batters | added the det-batbasedamf Shug
with a threaup threedown seventhln the bottom half  correspondence with Archer, as it does not appear on

of that frame,Shuggagain came up to bat with a the scoresheet or in th&aseball Mercurygame

runner in scoring position, artiis double was enough report. Everything else that Archerltbme about the

to tie the game att3. This is how it remained going final checked out perfectly against the scoresheet

into the eight after an inninggending doubleplay in am certain therefore, thathe game really did come

which Draper struck out and Shugg was thrown outdown to this long ball just straying foul.

trying to steal tind base

Aided by his sixth and seventh stri@ats of the  After the final
game, Draper did not allow Liverpool a runner in This victory was the start of a very successfidab
scoring position in the top of the eiglitooper who  spell for the Trgans (pictured in 1976 in Figure 4)
had scored the firsBpirit of 6 7rén, led off the  with further national titles coming in 1978 and 1980.
bottom of the inning with a single, and then stole They were in the finahgain in 1982, but lost that one
second and thirdbefore coming home with the go to the London Warriors They have not been back
ahead run on a groundut to the pitcher by Charte since although in recent years they have twice lest 1

Spirit of 6 7t@k a Hun lead into the top of the run semifinals, going down # to the Croydon
ninth, an inning that Liverpool would start witheir Pirates in 2005 and2 to the London Mets in 2007
cleanup hitter Wells on deck.After a Trojanspep For Spirit of 6cohéseasanmi s was
talk, Bolton singled to start off the inning and then the British league. However, the name did live on as
took second aided by a thrown ball boung off his  Archer keptit for a team he set up in 1977 to play
helmet. Draper got two strikes on Wellhut the  friendlies against European club teanimse sidg
Liverpool ma n a g e rerdded the abat by hitting  and American schoals
the baseball out of the park to give Liverpool back  While Archer was no longer directly involved in
the lead Draper retired the next three batters, but the the British leaguafter 1976part of the legacy he left

Figure 4 The Liverpool Trojans in 1976 (left) and Normal W
Jr, in 1986 (right).
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Figure 3 The East Hull Acest the 1962 national final, a game they ld& ® the Liverpool Tigers. Back row (left to right): A Ellering
| West, D Oates, A Wilson, W Sanderson, D Smallwood, F Parker, J Read, G Jackson, D Akers. Front row (left to righy)
G Fitzpatrick P Shorten (manager), G Ackrill, H Sanderson, R Hammond (captain). In front: R Ellerington (mascot).

wasthe expansion of the Southern Baseball Leaguein their first season in the Southern BedklLeague,
that he had overseen in hygar as President. One of the team managed to win it all the following year
the new teams in 1976 was the Golders Green Soxbecoming the first national champions from the south
who for the previous 2 years had just been playingof Englandsince Watford back in 196@ late surge
friendlies.The Green Sox are one of the two teams in in the leaguen 1977saw the Green Sox emerge as

our nextclassidinal. qualifiers from the south, anidh the semifinal they
defeated the Liverpool Trojar&l. In that match the
1979: Golders Green Sox starting pitcherd. Art Bolton for the Trojans and
versus Hull Aces Harua Oda for the Green Sok combined for 27
Both teams in this f i nastrikedute anithout ean iumnteritidna walkAftes t Grea

Cl ub s 0 steedBtitisloBasebmh Datwebsite.  advancing to the final, th&reen Sox leat the Hull
Thisgavemea ovVver vi e wbaskgroundy e Ates a5tstdke the titleln 1978 though, the Green
which | then supplemented with other details from Sox had another losing season, winning just seven of
that website, as well as information fraBasebal/ their 15 league games.

Mercury: Details of the gamare takerfrom a report

by Brian Holland inissue 23 ofBaseball Mercury  Hull Aces

which was published ilDecemberl979.The Golders  Playing as thé&ast Hull Acesthdar namesince 1954
Green Sox stats were supplied by Alan Smith, whosehe teamwon a first national titlein 1963 afterlosss in
involvement in British baseball of 30 years and 1959 to Thames Board Mills,and 1962 to the
countingcan be traced back to this finals this was Liverpool Tigers (see Figure 5for a photo and

the game that got him hooketh the sport http://www.gbbsa.org.uk/images/1962 final scoreshdet.jpg
a scoresbet from the 1962 game Appearing in six
Golders Green Sox more finals over the next 10 years, Hull had lifted the

As mentionedn the previous sectigithe Green Sox trophy on three further occasions by the #h@¥0s
started up in 1974, playing just friendlies for two After the 1977 defeat to the Green Swhichwas their
seasons before joining the league in 1976 undeterth appearance in a national findhe 1979rematch
managerJeremy Kilby After losing nine of 14 games offered a chance for the Humberside teangépeven.
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