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Classic post-war finals 

in British baseball 
 

Joe Gray Î 28 March 2009 

 

 

This article has been written for 

Project Cobb (the Project for the 

Chronicling of British Baseball). 

 

istorical documents covering baseball in 

Britain are not nearly as abundant as they 

are for baseball in the United States, but 

we do have some materials. For instance, thanks 

primarily to baseball historian William Morgan, there 

is a comprehensive list of national final scores dating 

back to 1890, along with a note of which finals went 

into extra innings. 

When scanning through the list, it is difficult for 

someone with an interest in the history of baseball in 

Britain not to wonder what each game was like and, 

in particular, which the classics were. I decided to 

take this a step further, by drawing up a list of the 

classic finals based on the scorelines and then hunting 

for information on each game. The details presented 

have been cross-checked where possible. 

 

What makes a classic final ? 

While a classic final may have many ingredients, such 

as a great individual performance or a number of 

changes in the lead, I had only the scorelines in each 

final to go on, as well as that note of the games that 

went into extra innings. Still, using this minimal 

information I was able to produce a reasonable 

definition: a final shall be considered as a classic if the 

winning margin of the deciding game was a single 

run or if the game went to extra innings. Any final 

meeting either of these criteria must have been an 

exciting one. 

Of course, some of the more exciting finals may 

be missed: if a team overturned a deficit in the last 

inning to win by 2 or more runs, that will not be 

picked up by my definition. Nevertheless, the list 

should at least be free of non-classics. 

Year Result  

1900  Nottingham Forest 17 ñ 16 Derby 

1907  Clapton Orient  8 ñ 7 Derby 

1908  Tottenham Hotspur 6 ñ 5 Leyton 

1911  Leyton 6 ñ 5 Crystal Palace 

1934  Hatfield (Liverpool)  13 ñ 12 Albion (Liverpool)  

1938  Rochdale Greys 1 ñ 0 Oldham Greyhounds 

Table 1. Classic finals played before World War II. 

 

Finals satisfying  the òclassicó definition 

To give myself a chance of finding further details for 

all games on the list of classics, I constrained my hunt 

for information to those finals played after World 

War II. However, I will still note the finals played 

before 1940 that met the definition (see Table 1). 

Baseball purists may pick out the 1938 game, which is 

the only contest in history with a 1Ł0 scoreline, and is 

thus perhaps the classic final. 

Across all of the national finals played Ł including 

those of the semi-professional Scottish Amicable 

league of 1987Ł1989 and also those of a renegade, 

parallel national league in 1992Ł1994 Ł a best-of-three 

format has been used 12 times (there was a gap of 

over 100 years between the first such final, in 1890, 

and the second one, in 1991). A deciding third game 

has been played in four of these finals (1991, 1994, 

1996, and 2006), but the third game has always been 

decided by more than 1 run. Still, it is worth noting 

that the 1991 final involved three 2-run games (the 

Enfield Spartans defeated the London Athletics in 

that series). 

All other finals have been single games; of these, 

four were decided by 1 run without extra innings, 

one was decided by 1 run in extra innings, and one 

went to extra innings but ended up with a winning 

H 
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margin of more than 1 run. These are the six classic 

finals making up the list, and the years concerned are 

1969, 1976, 1979, 1984, 1989 (Scottish Amicable 

league), and 1993 (renegade league). If you do not 

have time to learn what I managed to find out about 

each of these games and just want to know the results, 

then I direct you to the website British Baseball Data, 

where you can find scores for post-World War II 

finals (http://www.britishbaseballdata.co.uk/). For those of 

you who are going to stick around, I will tackle the 

games in chronological order, listing the competing 

teams within each final in alphabetical order, rather 

than using the more traditional winners-first format, to 

avoid spoiling the result. 

 

1969 : Liverpool Trojans  

versus Watford Sun -Rockets 

Liverpool Trojans  

Although this is the earliest of our six contests, the 

Trojans are the only team involved in a classic final to 

still be in existence. Getting some historical 

background information on the team was thus 

relatively easy: I did not need to look further than the 

clubôs website (http://www.liverpooltrojansbaseball.co.uk/). 

A collection of historical articles on the site provides 

the following details. 

A team named the Halton Trojans was formed in 

1946 by a group of ex-servicemen. They were based 

in a pub in West Derby called the Halton Castle, 

which is where the ñHaltonò in the teamôs name came 

from (the manager of the pub took on the same role 

for the team). The Halton Castle served beer to a 

number of other baseball teams, and it was Alan 

Robertson, coach of the Liverpool Robins, who 

suggested that the Halton Trojans should form a 

competitive outfit after seeing promise in a friendly 

between these two teams. 

The teamôs home ground was at Bellefield in 

Liverpool (where Everton Football Club trained), 

which confirms that there was no link to the Halton to 

the south-east of the city. An American named Eddie 

OôMelia, who had played professionally for the 

Liverpool Giants before World War II, was asked to 

be playerŁcoach. 

The pub also contributed the ñTrojansò part of 

the teamôs name. The brewery Higsons produced a 

brand called Trojan beer, which was most team 

membersô preferred drink. A barmaid referred to the 

team as ñthe Trojans in the back roomò and this stuck 

when it came to decide on the moniker. 

The Trojans (pictured in Figure 1 in 1948) 

survived until 1958, when they folded owing to a lack 

of interest. In 1964, the team was re-formed as the 

Liverpool Trojans, but only a few of the original 

members remained. One of those members was 

Norman Wells, Sr, who led the new team, entering it 

in the league for the 1965 season. 

 

Watford Sun -Rockets 

Since moving from South London to Hertfordshire in 

2006, I have been interested to learn more about the 

Watford Sun-Rockets, as this is the only team from 

the county to make a national final. Some initial 

probing turned up one lead, which was that the team 

may have been linked to Sun Chemical, a producer 

of printing inks and pigments. Wanting some more 

details for the purpose of this article, I phoned 

William Morgan (the baseball historian mentioned in 

this articleôs opening paragraph). He offered a 

different explanation for the ñSunò in the teamôs 

name and supplied additional details too. 

The teamôs beginnings can be traced back a few 

years from the 1969 final to 1964, when the 

Middlesex Athletics formed a second side known as 

the Middlesex Bees. After a split led by Peter Ash 

(who had previously chaired the Southern Baseball 

Associationôs foreign relations sub-committee), the 

team was renamed Barnet Quinta, giving rise to the 

rather unusual sight of a ñQò on a baseball cap. 

They competed in the league as Barnet from 1966 

until 1968 and played home games at the Grange 

Playing Field. At some point before the 1969 season, 

Figure 1. The Halton Trojans in 1948, their third season. After 

folding in 1958 they would later reform as the Liverpool Trojans. 

http://www.britishbaseballdata.co.uk/
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links were made with a firm called Sun Printers, 

which was based in Watford (Sun Printers does not 

appear to be have been associated with the Sun 

Chemical of my original lead). Through this 

relationship with Sun Printers, a number of 

draughtsmen joined the team, and their relatively 

high salaries allowed the club to request annual subs 

at a time when most baseball teams had to settle for 

charging players by the game. Morgan also recalled 

that Oxhey playing fields in Watford served as the 

teamôs home ground. 

With the provenance of ñSunò explained, I asked 

Morgan what the term ñRocketsò could be attributed 

to. The explanation he gave was that the US Air 

Force base in Ruislip passed on their uniforms to the 

club, and that the word ñRocketsò adorned the shirts 

(incidentally, the Ruislip Rockets made it to the 

national final in 1951, losing 9-2 to the Burtonwood 

Bees, also a US Air Force side, in what is Britainôs 

only final to date between two teams of servicemen). 

It was not unusual for baseball equipment to be given 

or sold to the general public by bases around this 

time, making it hard to keep a baseball section in a 

sports shop. Lillywhites, for instance, tried to cater for 

baseball players, but without success. 

 

Paths to the final  

It is worth pointing out at this stage that not all 

British finals have been played between teams 

making it through a play-off after qualifying from the 

top league. The 1969 national 

final provides a good counter-

example, and I am able to 

supply the details courtesy of a 

schedule booklet for the 1969 

season that I was lent by John 

Thomas (see Figure 2). Thomas 

was a baseball player of that 

era, the era before, and the era 

after, and we shall encounter 

him as a player in the classic 

final of 1984. 

The game played between 

Watford and Liverpool was the 

final of the National League 

Cup competition, which was 

open to all affiliated clubs, much 

like the FA Cup is in football. At the time, the top tier 

in Britain was known as the Major League. Watford 

played in the Southern Senior League, which was in 

the second tier, while Liverpool played in the North 

Western Regional League, in the third tier. It is quite 

likely that the tier a team ended up in depended as 

much on geography and willingness to travel as it did 

on ability. 

According to the schedule booklet, to get to the 

final Watford needed to beat Brighton on 11 May, then 

Benfleet or Richmond on 8 June, before facing Sutton, 

who received a bye to this stage of the competition, on 

29 June. Finally, Watford required a victory over Essex 

Thames Board Mills or one of four other Southern 

Senior League teams on 27 July. Similarly, the Trojans 

needed to defeat Stockport in a preliminary game on 

31 May and then the Royals on 28 June, in order to 

advance as the team from the north west. Victory here 

set up a match on 3 August at Stockport against the 

winner from the north-east region (either Nottingham 

or one of three Hull teams: the Aces, the Priestmen, or 

the Royals [not to be confused with a team called the 

Royals from the north west that the Trojans may have 

faced earlier in the competition]). 

 

The game 

The final was played at Harvey Haddon Stadium in 

Nottingham on Monday 1 September. Aside from 

this detail (which was in the schedule booklet) and 

the scoreline, I was not particularly hopeful of finding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Cover of the fixtures book for the National Baseball League (UK) in 1969. 
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information on the final, but I tried a quick Google 

search nevertheless. Normally, putting ñbaseballò and 

a British place name into Google brings up stories 

about crimes involving bat-wielding or cap-wearing 

miscreants. I was surprised, then, to quickly find a 

game report from the final on the website of a local 

paper in Yorkshire and another in Wiltshire. I am not 

sure how the report became associated with papers 

serving two places that are close to neither Liverpool 

nor Watford, but Iôm happy to accept the story as it is 

and rule out the possibility that it has been planted on 

the Internet as a spoof to trip up historians of 

British baseball. 

The report, which was almost certainly written 

by a Sun-Rocket as no Trojans players are 

mentioned by name, tells of what sounds like a 

genuine classic. After six innings, with Liverpool 

leading Watford by a scoreline of 6Ł3, the Sun-

Rockets replaced Phil Lago with Don Spencer. No 

runs were scored by either side in the seventh, and 

so the game entered the top of the eighth with the 

Trojansô 3-run lead still intact. In that inning, 

Watford managed to load the bases with two outs, 

and the substitute Spencer came to the plate. 

Spencer cleared the bases with a triple to tie the 

game. The Trojans stranded Spencer at third but 

could not retake the lead in the bottom half of the 

frame, and following a scoreless ninth the game 

entered extra innings. 

In the tenth inning, Don Brock scored the go-

ahead run for Watford on a sacrifice bunt laid down 

by Don Cummings, but they did not plate any more 

runs and this time Liverpool did manage to respond, 

scoring a tying run to take the game, now standing at 

7Ł7, into the 11th inning. Once more, though, 

Watford were able to score a run in the top half of 

the inning, with a player named Lea (a first name is 

not supplied) being driven in by a hit off the bat of 

Brock, and this time the Trojans could not keep the 

game alive, falling 8Ł7. 

While this was undoubtedly an epic contest, the 

shine is taken off slightly by an accusation that the 

Sun-Rockets used ringers, a claim that is maintained 

to this day on the Trojansô website: 

 

ñThere was every reason to believe that the 

Watford team used illegal U.S. Naval players.ò 

 

After the final  

Watford disappeared from the British baseball scene 

pretty quickly after 1969; in fact, it is possible that this 

was the teamôs last competitive game. In contrast, the 

Liverpool Trojans are still in existence, as mentioned 

earlier in this section, making them the oldest extant 

team in the country, and by quite a margin. 

The Trojans had to wait 7 years for another 

chance to capture a first national title. Between these 

two appearances by the Trojans, their local rivals the 

Liverpool Tigers won the national final twice, in 1971 

and in 1975. So what happened in 1976? 

 

1976 : Kensington Spirit of õ76 

versus Liverpool Trojans  

I have a relative wealth of information for this final: 

Î a programme (see Figure 3) and scoresheet lent to 

me by long-time baseball fan Dennis Newman; 

Î issue 14 of Baseball Mercury, from December 

1976 (http://www.gbbsa.org.uk/mercury.html); 

Î personal correspondence from Jeff Archer, the 

manager of Spirit of ô76 and author of Strike Four: 

Adventures in European Baseball, a book he 

Figure 3. Front cover of the programme for the 1976 national final, 

between Kensington Spirit of ô76 and the Liverpool Trojans. 

http://www.gbbsa.org.uk/mercury.html
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published in 1995 on his involvement in European 

baseball in the 1970s and 1980s; 

Î personal correspondence, press clippings, and a 

scoresheet from Norman Wells, Sr, the Trojansô 

team manager. 

 

Kensington Spirit of õ76 

The Spirit of ô76 team Ł named after a clothing 

wholesaler that provided financial backing Ł was 

established in 1976 by Jeff Archer, an American. 

Archer had first encountered baseball being played in 

Britain on his honeymoon in 1973. Returning in 1975 

with a job as a sales representative for an American 

sporting goods company, he was offered the role as 

manager of the Crawley Giants. In 1976 he expanded 

his involvement in British baseball by becoming 

President of the Southern Baseball League, as well as 

managing his new team. 

 

Liverpool Trojans  

The Trojansô history is covered in the previous 

section. It is worth adding here that the Liverpool 

side is the only team to appear in two classic finals, as 

defined in this article. 

 

Paths to the final  

Kensington Spirit of ô76 won the southern area league 

and met the Nottingham Lions, Midlands league 

champions, in a one-game play-off for a spot in the 

national final. The southern side were comfortable 

7Ł0 victors behind Ken Shuggôs three-hit shut-out. 

The team had many pitching options besides Shugg, 

including a 16-year-old southpaw named Gary 

Charles, who was born in Swindon and raised in 

America, and who had a fastball peaking at around 

80 miles per hour. Star batters included the youthful 

Simon Mundy and Shaun Ward, and the more 

experienced Al Brown, Randy Cooper, and Dave 

Draper. Jim Fuldner, who led the Southern Baseball 

League with a 0.44 earned-run average, did not play 

in the final, as by September he had graduated from 

the American School of London and returned to the 

United States. 

The Liverpool Trojans, who went unbeaten in 

winning the Merseyside league, faced the Hull 

Royals, champions of Humberside, for a berth in the 

final. The Trojans won the game 15Ł10. Liverpoolôs 

Brian Bretherton won the Merseyside leagueôs home 

run title, while team-mate Art Bolton picked up the 

pitching award. Other star players included Norman 

Wells, Jr, Joel Greenberg, and coach Stan Windross, 

listed in the programme for the final as having batting 

averages of .500, .452, and .380, respectively. 

Merseyside All-Stars Kevin Greenall and Josh Jones 

were also highlighted in the programme notes. 

 

The game 

The game was played at the ground of Rosslyn Park 

Rugby Football Club on Sunday 26 September, with 

approximately 400 paying spectators in attendance. 

The starting line-ups are shown in Table 2, with the 

Trojans, who lost the toss, batting first. 

Shuggôs second pitch of the game was blasted for 

a home-run by Liverpoolôs lead-off, Bretherton. After 

a strike-out and a fly-out to right field, Wells drew a 

walk and then advanced to third on a double by 

Jones. Greenberg grounded out to third, though, to 

end the top half of the inning. An error by Wells put 

Ward, the Spirit of ô76 lead-off batter, on base, and he 

was advanced to second on a sacrifice bunt by 

Mundy. However, Brown popped up to the first 

baseman and Shugg grounded out to the shortstop 

for the second and third outs. There were no runs in 

the next two innings, although Liverpool did load the 

bases in the second and got a man 90 feet from home 

in the third, with Wells stealing two bases after 

receiving a walk, the fourth issued by Shugg. 

 

# Liverpool Trojans  Kensington Spirit of õ76 

1  Brian Bretherton  3B  Shaun Ward 2B 

2  Stan Windross CF  Simon Mundy 3B 

3  Art Bolton  P  Al Brown C 

4  Norman Wells, Jr SS  Ken Shugg P 

5  Joel Greenberg 1B  Dave Draper LF 

6  Carl Moody 2B  Randy Cooper SS 

7  Jimmy Kelly C  Chris Mann 1B 

8  Josh Jones LF  Gary Charles CF 

9  Kevin Greenall RF  Mike Shelton RF 

Table 2. Starting line-ups from the 1976 final. 
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Shuggôs control problems continued in the fourth 

inning, with the first two batters being hit by a pitch. 

Both of these batters came round to score on a 

double by Windross after Bretherton had singled. 

Liverpool now had a 3-run lead, with men on second 

and third and none out. 

Next up was Bolton, the pitcher, and he hit a 

ground ball to the third baseman. Bretherton 

attempted to score on the play, but Mundy threw to 

Brown in time for the tag. While Shugg managed to 

limit the damage with a pop-up and a fly-out, he was 

sent to centre-field after the inning, and Draper took 

the mound. 

After the first two batters were retired in the bottom 

of the fourth, Spirit of ô76 got their first hit of the game, 

a double by Cooper. This was quickly followed by a 

second double, off the bat of Mann, which drove in 

the first run of the game for the Londoners. Draper 

held Liverpool scoreless in the top of the fifth, and 

Spirit of ô76 managed to pull back another run in the 

bottom of the inning, again with two outs: Shugg drove 

in Ward with a single after Ward had doubled and 

stolen third. No runs were plated in the sixth, and 

Draper continued to dominate the opposing batters 

with a three-up three-down seventh. In the bottom half 

of that frame, Shugg again came up to bat with a 

runner in scoring position, and his double was enough 

to tie the game at 3Ł3. This is how it remained going 

into the eighth after an inning-ending double-play in 

which Draper struck out and Shugg was thrown out 

trying to steal third base. 

Aided by his sixth and seventh strike-outs of the 

game, Draper did not allow Liverpool a runner in 

scoring position in the top of the eight. Cooper, who 

had scored the first Spirit of ô76 run, led off the 

bottom of the inning with a single, and then stole 

second and third, before coming home with the go-

ahead run on a ground-out to the pitcher by Charles. 

Spirit of ô76 took a 1-run lead into the top of the 

ninth, an inning that Liverpool would start with their 

clean-up hitter Wells on deck. After a Trojans pep 

talk, Bolton singled to start off the inning and then 

took second aided by a thrown ball bouncing off his 

helmet. Draper got two strikes on Wells, but the 

Liverpool managerôs son ended the at-bat by hitting 

the baseball out of the park to give Liverpool back 

the lead. Draper retired the next three batters, but the 

Spirit of ô76 now had to come to bat needing a run 

just to keep the game alive. 

It was not looking promising for the Londoners 

after the first two batters were retired, but Brown, the 

next player up, managed to draw a walk. This 

brought to the plate Shugg, who had driven in a run 

in his previous two at-bats. He made good contact 

with the ball once again, sending it out of the park, 

but it was a couple of feet foul. He then struck out on 

a foul-tip to end the game. The Trojans were now 

national champions, after having come very close in 

that game 7 years previous. 

I added the details of Shuggôs final at-bat based on 

correspondence with Archer, as it does not appear on 

the scoresheet or in the Baseball Mercury game 

report. Everything else that Archer told me about the 

final checked out perfectly against the scoresheets; I 

am certain, therefore, that the game really did come 

down to this long ball just straying foul. 

 

After the final  

This victory was the start of a very successful 5-year 

spell for the Trojans (pictured in 1976 in Figure 4), 

with further national titles coming in 1978 and 1980. 

They were in the final again in 1982, but lost that one 

to the London Warriors. They have not been back 

since, although in recent years they have twice lost 1-

run semi-finals, going down 6Ł5 to the Croydon 

Pirates in 2005 and 2Ł1 to the London Mets in 2007. 

For Spirit of ô76, this was the teamôs one season in 

the British league. However, the name did live on as 

Archer kept it for a team he set up in 1977 to play 

friendlies against European club teams, base sides, 

and American schools. 

While Archer was no longer directly involved in 

the British league after 1976, part of the legacy he left 

Figure 4. The Liverpool Trojans in 1976 (left) and Normal Wells, 

Jr, in 1986 (right). 
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was the expansion of the Southern Baseball League 

that he had overseen in his year as President. One of 

the new teams in 1976 was the Golders Green Sox, 

who for the previous 2 years had just been playing 

friendlies. The Green Sox are one of the two teams in 

our next classic final. 

 

1979 : Golders Green Sox 

versus Hull Aces  

Both teams in this final feature in the ñPast Great 

Clubsò section on the British Baseball Data website. 

This gave me an overview of the teamsô backgrounds, 

which I then supplemented with other details from 

that website, as well as information from Baseball 

Mercury. Details of the game are taken from a report 

by Brian Holland in issue 23 of Baseball Mercury, 

which was published in December 1979. The Golders 

Green Sox stats were supplied by Alan Smith, whose 

involvement in British baseball of 30 years and 

counting can be traced back to this final, as this was 

the game that got him hooked on the sport. 

 

Golders Green Sox 

As mentioned in the previous section, the Green Sox 

started up in 1974, playing just friendlies for two 

seasons before joining the league in 1976 under 

manager Jeremy Kilby. After losing nine of 14 games 

in their first season in the Southern Baseball League, 

the team managed to win it all the following year, 

becoming the first national champions from the south 

of England since Watford back in 1969. A late surge 

in the league in 1977 saw the Green Sox emerge as 

qualifiers from the south, and in the semi-final they 

defeated the Liverpool Trojans 7Ł1. In that match the 

starting pitchers Ł Art Bolton for the Trojans and 

Harua Oda for the Green Sox Ł combined for 27 

strike-outs without an unintentional walk. After 

advancing to the final, the Green Sox beat the Hull 

Aces 9Ł5 to take the title. In 1978, though, the Green 

Sox had another losing season, winning just seven of 

their 15 league games. 

 

Hull Aces 

Playing as the East Hull Aces, their name since 1954, 

the team won a first national title in 1963, after losses in 

1959, to Thames Board Mills, and 1962, to the 

Liverpool Tigers (see Figure 5 for a photo and 

http://www.gbbsa.org.uk/images/1962 final scoresheet.jpg for 

a scoresheet from the 1962 game). Appearing in six 

more finals over the next 10 years, Hull had lifted the 

trophy on three further occasions by the mid-1970s. 

After the 1977 defeat to the Green Sox, which was their 

tenth appearance in a national final, the 1979 rematch 

offered a chance for the Humberside team to get even. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3. The East Hull Aces at the 1962 national final, a game they lost 8Ł3 to the Liverpool Tigers. Back row (left to right): A Ellerington, 

I West, D Oates, A Wilson, W Sanderson, D Smallwood, F Parker, J Read, G Jackson, D Akers. Front row (left to right): J Ginley, 

G Fitzpatrick, P Shorten (manager), G Ackrill, H Sanderson, R Hammond (captain). In front: R Ellerington (mascot). 

http://www.gbbsa.org.uk/images/1962%20final%20scoresheet.jpg

