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TRCJANS VISIT BELGIUY by K. WELLS.

Tne Berchem Baseball Club of Belgium celebrzted 1ts tnirtietn
year by orgzanising & tournament to which a number of teams from otu
—-er countries were invited., Liverpool Trojans was one of tnese clubs,

The lads have nothing but praise for tne great hospitality
that they receive¢ during the whole of their stay.

The Trojans left England by ferry at Dover, crossing to Zee
-brugge., The club was met at “eebrugge by a gentleman, whose duty
was to tend to every need and guestion concerning tne Trojans. A
coach was at the harbour.to take them on to Antwerp, where trey
were booxed into a 5 star hotel, complete with every conveniencg,in
-cluding a sauna, and an indoor swiwuming pool. Full board was given,
plus a free round of drinke each day at tne Zerchem club rooms. e
arrived a little late for tne champagne opening ceremony, but manag
-~ed to have time tc join the celebrations held ia tune eveniuy, in a
marquee on the ground,

#e were placed in group A, togetiuer witn tae host team Berchem
Stars, and the German team Mannheim Tornadoes, Group B contained the
Dutch team, Cementbouw(Haarlem), Bagarmossens (Swceen), and a U.S.
Service team, 3,H,A.P.E

We went out to play Berchem at 10 a.m. on Saturday, in typical
British baseball weatuer:; it was teeming witn rain, plus thunder and
lightning. The weather was in fact, the only thing to mar the tourn
-ament.,

In tais game we faced tne Belgian national pitcher, and we held
a 4 to 3 lead for tne greater part of tne game, out an atrocious 6tih.
inning caused us to go down losers at 9 - 4,

We didn't play again until 10 a.m. on the sSunday, tnis time
azainst Mannheim. drian 3retnerton hit tae first home-run of tane tour-
nament in this game; tais was quickly followed by a game winning two
run homer from ¢uest player Rick Soan. wWe ran out winners of tuis con
-test 6 - 5,

The weather cleared up in time for the final at 4 p.m. on Sun
-day, between Berchem Stars and Cementbouw of Holland, and fittingly,
tne Stars won tuaeir own tournament quite conv1n"11gly, by 5 runs I
believe.

At the prize giving ceremony we learned that we had achieved
3rd, place as a result of run difference, flnlsnlng aovove Bagarmoss
-ens(now. re-named Ingersoll Rand), S.H.A.P.E., and Mannheim. We re
—-ceived a handsowme trophy for our eivforts,

The team remained in Antwerp for one rore nignt, which was
spent in the company of many of our opponents, learning a little
more about each other and the game we have in common.

Everyone enjoyed themselves, and before leaving, Berchem, the
hosts, who had never staged such a tournament before, annouhced
that they would stage another in two years time, This year's e:'fort
cost tnem £5,000.




INTER-AREA CHAMPIONSHIP,

Ww. L. 5 GB,
Midlands 3 1 . 150 -
Soutn 2 1 .667 5
Jlumperside 1 2 .333 1}
“erseyside 1 3 .250 2
SOUTHERN BASEBALL LEAGUE.
W. L. ,o Gis,
Croydon .luejays 9 1 .900 -
Crawley Jiants 7 2 LTHE 1
London AWarriors 7 2 178 1%
Regents Park Bagles 6 4 .600 3
Thames Board lills 6 4 . 600 3
dolders Green 3ox 3 5 « 375 5
Wwokingham Monarchs 2 T e 222 63
sutton Braves 2 8 .200 7
Kocnester City Dodgers 1 10 .091 8z

The above tables suppiied by bBrian Holland, the National Scorer, taey
zive the situation as at 19tn, July.
X XXX XXX XXXXXX

HUMBER 2il1JGE CELEBRATTONS.

A News Release has come to hand concerning the above event. ieaded
"315 BRIDGE AND BASEBALL" it rcads as follows,

To commemorate the building of the longest single span bridge in the
world at ‘ull, Zngland, an international baseball match has been
arranzed, The game between Great Britain and France is to be held on
August 30un. 1980, a few months nefore tne bridge opening date.
Britisn casenall teams have taken part successfully in internation
-zl competition at home and abroad for many years, but the squad are
very eager to play this game to become tne first British players to
play on a floodlit pitch.

Foliowing the negotiations between Hull City Association Football
Ciub, Hull City Council, and the BABSPF, tne Tigers' new development
manager, Gordon Dimbleby, has passed on tue City board's approval to
stage Britain's first international floodlit baseball match at
Boothferry rarx, whose facilities are classed as some of tne finest
ir. tne Footoall League.

wow for some comments about this press release. I recognise
t.e realities of publicity, it is always more impressive to claim
something has nap,ened for tane first time or is about to happen for
tre first time taan to give facts,

Pre one statement in tie hand-out that I cannot deny is true is
tiat tnis wil. be tne first iaternational baseoall game to be played
under f{loodlights in Britain,

is for beins tne first Pritisn players to play under fluoodlignts,
tnis is incorrvect, I was present at a charity baseball game on July
4%, 1906, at the White City, London, It was an evening game, and
about tue Tifth or sixitn inning it became necessary to turn on the
flcodlisnts,

toain in 1971, tuae National Baseball League(U.X.) entered a team
in tué Buropean Championshiyps, whicn were steged at Parma, and Bologua
in Italy. At botn stadiums lishts were used, and I am confident tnat
our team played in some alght games.

In 197% at Rosslyn rark in London, 8 floodlit games were played.
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JUSTUR 105 i=Adish CudnF1lG. S.1i.

fhis competition was stazed at hottin-tam o SuaCay, 240 .,
June. Tue entries being midlands, Huwioerside, and .outh.

The Souta team had becn hastily assembled as tne Buio- nau not
had a junior basepall a:filiate in the South si:ce 1973, whaw Junicr
baseball was being played had been operated by & maverick ocurch waicn
might oe described as the "Archer Circus". Anyway one of tie¢ stauncr
-est sup,yorters of tne abcve mentioned-operation, a perscr raneq
"Red" iiartz, nac become so disillusioned wita tue way it wa. reilg
conducted thnat about seven weeks after the scason oueneqa ne triec to
zain admission for his senior team tue Croydon Cubs to trne Southern
lJaseball League., This proved impossibre, but ne also sad a junior
Croydon Cubs team, Jome of these players werc cowbined wits t..e rem
-nant of the TIsleworth Junior taseball {luk, rusdiers—up in 1o7e in
the BTritish Junior Cluw Cnaupionship, to form = team s0 tnat toe
3outs coulu compeie.

Humbersiae drew tue nolaers, ridle-ds, ir tie openias & ,
anc this encounter set the scene for sue day's ocestball. ceanercics
drew asnead early in trne game, and led for most of ibe LELCL, LT in
& late rally Fidiands swept ance: to main a 6 - 4§ vicsory.

Tie second <ame was beiwe:n toe Souta and Humnverside, dhas
a gazme it turned out to bel! At tue end or tue sixtn inning, wiici
ig tne rerulation lensta of zames in sritlsh juaior cal L, tre
seore was ties 1 - 1, This ccadlock contirued wntil t- e ~o.in croxe
tre fie with a run la tue tweibtihh inniag! alan srownfielc givcnea
trcue Lt this no.iloiting game for the Soutn,

senny benson, BABLK Hational Ufficer for Scrools and Junicr
vasebell, deccrivea tne gase us tne best re hac evor segr; anc the
stanaard of pluy was rantastic, consider.ng trati tne players were
under Tifteen yesars of aue,

Llhe long wait by toe iidlands' boys, to see wno tuey wouid
play in tue final .ame, seemea to desiroy itneir conuentratior. 4Yie
Soutrn scemed clear winner: toroughout the [inal gase, and ener;,ea
wi.ners 9 ~ 1, The Zoutu werd presentel witn tne "J, r.iut ewcrial
rephy", Alan Hloomrield w votea "Flayer of tre Dbay".

: . ASRLCA.,

e president of toe Soutu african Baseball Seueration nas
sent me Jour pe,es of most zetailed information on tne sawe tiere,
pius two paces from a Soutn African masrazine. The mag,azine article

ERBER_ 1974,

PROVILCu Uuan 1003 TUTAL
Flajers ‘eains lilesers

Lorier To 5 147
{XaslL Tordon)
Eastern trrov, lub 16 i0Y ) 37
(Port slizabetn)
Natal 226 17 502 3¢ S5od
f Jurban;
Nortin ivi, 150 15 2006 16 s
(Pretoria)
Transvaal 475 35 654 57 1,:01
(Johannesburg)
West Frov, 433 38 169 ) 6.
(Cupe Town)

1,51y 129 1,042 A E

Total of teams was 2€7; tnese were opcrated by 67 cluus.



Black youngsters battie

for baseball honours

Baseball, that ali- American
sport that draws crowds of
120000 1n the USA, 1s
catch ag on fast here, and 1t
won’t be long before the
first Rlack plaver qualifies
for ms Springiiok colours.
Is {act, baseball - al-
though Littie s written about
itinthe >1ess - is bessever to
Dioneer sn multirdciad

+ o oungstess oictured
here sors of workers at the

Cornelia Colliery near Van
der Bijl Park, play in what 1s
aptly called the Little
League.

Many of them were also
chosen on merit for the Vaa!
provincial sides. In fact. in
the last inter-provincial
tournament, there were six
Black youngsters out of 12
in the under 16 team.

Mr Peter Caple, Presi-
dent of Little League

baseball in South Africa,
told HIT that Black
youngsters first started play-
ing nmixed teams i 1972 -
so the sport was possibiy the
forerunner of multiracial
sport

“I've found Black
youngsters to be natural
baseball players,” he seid.
“They have a good eye and
they don’t mind training a
lot. They play once 2 week
on Saturday afternoons and
also in the provincial tour-
naments.”

How did hz break the
sports barriers that exwtes
back in 14727

“1just took the buli by the
fioins and started «t. I: went
very woell and ne ons cob-
jected.

Since then be has taken
an ail-Black side to Post
Elizabeth and mixed sides
to Durban. Black
voungsters, aged between ©
wnd 15, were plamiing o



travel to Newcastle for a
tournament this moanth and
in March they will possibly
be going to Newcastle.

How do Blacks compare
with Whites who have been
playing the game much
longer?

Mr Caple said: “They
compare very well. One
Black nine-yzar-old was on
the short list to travel with
the last Springbok team to

Europe.
“At the moment I am
negotiaring another

Springook iour overseas
and | expect at least one
Black 1c he included in the
side. Femember it s merit
selection. W= don’t chaose
anyon: for vur teams simply
for the colonr of their skin.

“Our lunic: Springboks
do pot receive: the same
badzes as the adult
Springbok . Thesr badge
only has on it & springbok’s
hrad ™

aaeh ™

VIR e MR
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SOUTH AFRICAN BASEBALL FLUERATION

S.A. BREWERIES "CASTLE CUP" INTERPROVINCIAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

DOUBLE ROUND

P.R10D:~ 27 JANUARY 1979 TO 1 MARCH 1980

FINAL LOG POSITIONS AFTER 30 GAMLS

PROVINCE GP W D L POINTS RUKS FOR AGAINST
TRANSVAAL 10 8 (o} 2 16 96 42
NORTH TVAAL. 10 8 0 2 16 78 55
WEST. PROV. 10 7 0 3 14 79 Ly
EAST. PROV. 10 5 0 5 10 70 71
NATAL 10 1 o 9 59 78
BORDER 10 1 o] 9 2 38 134

PLAY OFF:- JONANNDSBURG 29 MARCH 1980

1 2 3 L 5 6 1 8 9 - T
NORTH TVAAL. - (o) (o] [¢] o] 0o [¢] (o] 1 1 - 2
TRANSVAAL - (8] 1 0 (o) [¢] 3 1 (o] X -

WINNER - TRANSVAAL

RESULTS CHART
P

PROVINCE BRD. E.

. NAT. i.T. TVL. W.P. W, L.

HOME 1-9 1-24 13-16 5-9 3-19 O 5
BORDER c

AVWAY 5-10 7-5 3-17 0-21 o-4 1 L

HOME  10-5 9-6 1-5 8-9 10-7 3 2
EASTURN PROV. A

AWAY g-1 10-6 2-7 5-1l 6-11 2 3

1IOME 5-7 6-10 5-6 3=-7 2-10 0 5
NATAL s

AWAY  24-1 6-9 L.s 2-12 2-7 1 L

HOME 17-3 7-2 5~-4 8-6 7-6 5 0
NORTI{ TVAAL. T

AVAY  16-13 5-1 6-5 2-9 5-6 3 2

HOME 21-0 14-5 12-2 9-2 7-2 5 0
TRANSVAAL L

AVAY 9-5 9-8 7-3 6-8 2-7 3 2

HOME 4-0 11-6 7-2 6-5 7-2 5 0
WESTERN PROV. E

AWAY 19-3 7-10 10-2 6-7 2-7 2 3
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Tne next issue of Baseball rercury should appear in Jecemver,
annual subscription is 50p. Subscriptions should ve made rayable
to William Morgan.

£.A.B.5.¥, 50/50 CLUB,

This is a fundraising scheme introduced by myself as treasurer
of the B.A.B.S5.F. It made a gross profit of &£63 in its first fuil
year of operation, this was with a very small membership,

I have been somewhat disappointed at the lack of response
from the membership in generzl, About five weeks ago I sent out
300 copies of a combined appeal letter/subscription form, but to
date have had no response from this appeal,

I appeal once again to members of the B.A.B.S.F. who read
Baseball Mercury, and are nct members of the 50/50 Club; please
fill in a form and become a participant in this very simple means
of financing the development of baseball.

winners,
1979 1960
July M,s.Harrold £2.50 January M,5, Harrold st,.0
August ™, S.Harrold £4.50 Feoruary John Bennett £6.uC
September B, Holland £4,50 March soutnglade
Cctober M,S.Harroid £4,50 Hornets &b. U
November D,8mallwood £5.50 April J, Bennett L6, uu
December .S Harrold £5.50 May U.omallwood ETIPN
June A.&s.Williams £6.0
July G. Simmons &T.04
T ——

dU- cb=SIDE REPCRT,

'ne ..umberside season wes onened oy a visit from tne 3choten
Club from Belgium. Scnoten playea two games versus Eul: hces. un
tne evening of ¥riday, 9th. May, the two cluus played an 1l-11 tie,
tne game being called on account of failing light. Hull ices hac
an easy win in the saturday game. Scnoten Speedies were not at ful.
strength for tie visit, but nevertheless complimented Hull ices o
tae standard of waseball played which had rather surprised them.

un Saturday, 31lst. hay, the Humberside Junior Ali-Star team
Journeyed to Nottingham to tage part in the competiticn for tue
Nottinguam iions Junior Chalienge fropny. They won tue contest for
trne sixth time in seven years, wnen they beat tue Midlands Juniors
6 - 4 in a game played under terrible weatner conditions.

The Midlands team took a 4 ~ 0 lead in tne second inninz, and
Humberside looked set for a very hard task. In tne tnird inuing,
Humoerside combined nits from T. Bowler, M, Lockton, C., Wrignt,
and J. Cooledge, and toux a 5 - 4 lead. In tne fourta inning ..
Lockton scored on an ercor,triis ended the scoring for toe gane,

Wayne Parker of Huwberside won tne "lkan of fthne Match" award.

On Saturday, 7ta. June, tne iiumberside Junior All-Star tezi
visited tne Midlands again., This time to play an exhibition gaile
versus tne Midlands Junior ill-Star team at a festival arrangec oy
Rotary International at tne Aushcliffe Leisure Cenire. Lur squas
hai two surprises, the first was to find trat the iidlands team
had nearly the same line-up tnat confronted the Humberside Senior
All-Star team recently., The second shock was in tne second half of
tne fifth inning when the umpire had to call tine game because of
an electrical storm, By that time Humberside Juniors had built =
7 - 1 lead and were in full coumand,

o5. Badze and W. Taloot were in good form wita tae bat, and -,
Parker scored twc runs., I, Adamson pitched well, Zalning six strixke
-outs, He got good backing from a very sharp infield,

T June ull Pirates travelled to Harrogate to meet tne oo
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of tne United States base at Menwith Hill in the first leg of the
contest for the "Don Smallwood Trophy". This annual contest is con
~tested at two age levels, under 12 years, and under 15 years,

The first game was that at the under 12 years age group., Hull
Pirates beat tne American youngsters 12 - 7, the score underlining
tne strength of the Hull team in this age bracket., The whole team
played magnificently and the American lads were never in the con
~-test,

In tae second game, the older boys were unable to match tne
display of the under 12 group. Menwith Hill won 16 - 3, but thne
score rather flatiered the Americans.

un Sunday, 13th. July, the Hull Schools Baseball League staged
a Oae Day Tcurnament, the first ever. [t was played at the Alderman
Kneeshaw Saseball Ground. Three schools touk part, Alderman Cogan,
Coleford J.H.S., and Dales J.H.S. Dales is a new school at North
Branshoim. The age group of the boys was 10 years to 13 years,

The tournament was organised by kr. B. Morrell, secretary of
tiae Hulli Schools Baseball Association. The umpires were Harry Clutt
-erbuck, grnie Jacklin, and Terry O'Brien. The programme started at
11 a.m,, and took tne form of a league ccmpetition, the two top
teams playing in a final zame. he teams reaching the final were
nlderman Cogan Lasles and Coleford Cougars. The new Dales Dodgers
put up a very creaitable show against tue otner two schools which
nave been playing basebail for scme years.

ColefordCougars gave Alderman Cogan Eagles a fright in tne pre
-liwminary phase holding them to a narrow 3 - 1 score., In tne final
a tiring Coleford Cougars lost 10 - O to Alderman Cogan.

Emphasis was placed on participation, and every player is to
receive a meual from tue Humpberside 3aseball & Softwall Association.
If a trophy nad beem presemted for endurance it should have oeen ziv
-en to tne tnree umpires who stood for six hours. This first tourn
~ament was a credit to the schoolteachers who give up hours of
tieir time to pass on knowled.e of the sport,

Afier tne visit last season oy Canon de Spartaan (Amsierdam)
Ladies' 3oftvall Teain, a few ladies in Humberside asked tne local
Association to nelp in orzanising softball in the area.

A iroup has been meeting at 7 p.m. on Tnursday evenings at t.e
Alcerman rneesnaw tround for training, lack of equipment and qual
-ified coacnes is a problem, but it is planned to undertake fund
-raising to pay for equipment and to meet the expenses of visits
to Huli by properly qualified coaches.

Hull Royals, second oldest of tne present baseball clubps, who
were founded in 1937 or 1938, ran into trouble this season. Tney
were unable to meet tueir playing committments, due to a shortage of
experienced players, This in spite of having registered more players
witn the BA3SF than any other club, 23 to be exact. I find this very
strange, as other clubs with manyless players do stru_gle on, in
s0.1e cases having to put junior players into the line-up.

dul. Scncols taseball Assoclation has an important fixture on
caturday, 30yh. August wnen tneir representative team play a team
from Hotiingoam Scnools in a curtain raiser to the Great Britain
v. I‘rance game,

Three products of illumberside Junicr Baseball nave been selected
by National Coach, ion Marshall, for the Great Britain squad. Tiey.
are ¥, Parker(.ull Aces), bark 3torey(hull Giants), and Martin
Adamson('iull Royals).

The selection of Frank rarker came as no surprise, his fatner,
Frank Parker, was also an international. Frank Parker, senior, is
now crippled by arthritis, ‘

Tne real surprise is the selection of Martin Adamsen, as recent
-ly as 1978 rartin was playing junior baseball,



