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BAST MIDLANDS DIVIS1ON by tan williams.

The East Midlands Area looks forward to a sirengthening of the Div
-ision in 1988, with the addition of a team from Birmingham, vases at
vhe Fox Hollies Sports Complex, Tais will bring the East Midlands up to
an eight-team Division.

rhe outstanding club in the area, Nottingham Soutnglade Hornets, prow
-ed in 1987 their ability to compete in national competition against
English and foreign-pased teams by reaching the finals of tne Knock
-out Cup and the British Champions play-off,

During the winter the Hornets gained taree quality players from
close rivals Nottingham Pirates., #ith such depth of squad tne past Mid
-lands Champions of the last three years look set to have their most
successful season ever in 1988 and, with the promise of European compet
-ition in Belgium, it promises to be a glorious summer for Southglade
Hornets,

Looking at the other teams, tne Division nas a numoer of aeveloping
¢lubs who show great promise and will, I hope, prove to maxe tnis a
highly competitive league in a couple of years time.

1'he draw-back with local baseball occurs when a team establisnes 1t
-gelf as the principa team - two things nappen - firstly, tane cluo,
naturally, desires to maintain its position and will recruit the bpest
players in an area, Secondly, tue best players wsend to sign for the
leading club as this guarantees reaching tne play-offs at the end of cae
season, This creates one exceptional team in an area, it does not create
tone close exciting competition tnat fosters strong and lasting aevelop
-ment, This problem is highlignted in both Nottinghamsnuire and Humber
-gide,

It is very sad to think of the number of teams that have folded in
Nottingham over the last ten years and a major factor must be tnat tnese
teams could not see a way to compete with the established few,

The answer must be to make local baseball tne drafting pools for
the National League teams, By removing the quality players, tne remain
-ing teams would become evenly matched and the ability to compete «ould
pass to every team, Of course, this would place the best players in wne
top flight of British Saseball, where they belong and, hopefully, where
the public will see them,

WILLIAM MCRGAN,

U.K. IADIES SQFTBALL FEDERATION(FA3ST-PITCH)
Report on 1987 season provided by Norman Wells,

Many people, well known from Baseball circles have taxen a keen int
-erest in Softoall, among whom number, Ted and Eady James{3.i.3.),
stan #illiams(Blue Jays), John Bennett and Steve Rigby\Scorpions),
N.G. wells(Squaws), with coursea in operation training female umpires,
coaches and scorers?! all this has ensured the tremendous success tue
Fast Pitch Federation enjoyed in 1987.

Eight teams, fully equipped with unifgrms and tacxle, fought out a
very competitive and thrilling league schedule,

although Skelmersdale Jets have dominated the scene for several
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years, their task was much more daifficult in 1987, as tne four top teams
struggled for supremacy rignt until tne final stages. Tne Jets came
tarough as champions with only one defeat, but had to fight all the way.

#e held four One lay Tournaments, including the National rast Pitch
Cup. Three of the tournaments were open to all fast pitch teams in tne
U.K. Three teams from other areas entered one or another of tnese events,
but in actual fact only one ieam snowed up, this was Jim Curry's SLICKS
ALL STARS who competed in tne Tancashie Cup.

Unfortunately the weatnar took a decisive nand in deciding tne issue
of this event. The ladies fought tneir wa, o tne final under atrocious
conaitions; in a continuous downpour and with tne ground becoming a mud
batn, witn tne slicks and tne Jets qualifying as finalists(the game
everyone wanted to see), tihe umpires found it tov difficult to proceed,
with tne rain unabated anda the li.nt faiting,

The Executive aecided that the final would be postponed, and woula
be completed i1muediately prior to tne National Fast Pitcn Cup, to be
played tne fol.iowing week. However, the 3licks were unable to attend
tne following week, and so tne Lancashire Cup has veen snelved until
a decider can be arranged oetween those two teams,

The following weekend the weather was indirect contrast for tae
National Fast Pitch Cup, which was won by tne Jets in a great game versus
socuthport athletics(S.A.S).

and so .espite the tremendous challenge from all sides, thesxelmers
~aale Jets took all titles for.1987.

with interest growing, we hope to have at least ten teams operating
in 1988,

Tne next issue of Baseball Mercury shouls appear in July. Subscription
for four issues is £1. Subscriptions snould be maue payable to william
Morgan, Items for publication are welcome,

BUROFPEAN CUP = SOFTBALL.

Played in Italy in Novemoer, ten teams competed, tnese were Vreeourg
-Bloemendaal ana Terrasvogels/Van Wooning(Netnerlands), Iazio Roma
\Italy), Iucntoal(Belgium),Leksana(3weden), Slicks All 3tars\G.B.),

Soxol Praha(Czechoslovakia), Munkene(Denmark), Espoo(Finland) and
Capelles(Guernsey).

The A Pool was headed by Terrasvogels, with Lazio Roma coming second.
Bloemendaal won Pool B, Luchtoal peing second. Crossover semi-finals were
played, and tne two Dutch clubs reached the final, Tne final series was
won by Bloemendaal. Els Koks(Terrasvogels) was cnosen as the best pitch
—-er in Europe for the tenth time. The tournament MVP was Caroline Fris
(Bloemenaaal),

Tnis was thne Xth. BEuropean softball Cup, all ten tournaments have
been won by Dutch clubs, this bpeing tne secona win for Bloemendaal.

Pinal Standings - 1. BLOEMENDAAL . <. Terrasvogels, 3. Lazio Roma,

4, Luchtbal, 5, Leksand. 6, Slicks All Stars, 7. sokol Prana. 8. Munkene,
9. Espoo. 10, Capelles,

TATAAN
A major baseball tournament was staged in Taiwan from 4%h, to 13th.
December, Particlpants were Japam, Stanford University(U.s.A), Taiwan
4 and B, South Korea, Puerto Rico, Queensland(sustralia), hetherlands,
Italy, Venezuela,and Mexico,
sesults for the Buropean teams were - hetherlanas - Italy 6 - 3:
Taiwan A - Italy 9 - 5: Netherlands - Queensland ¢0 - 12: Italy - Mexico
13 - 4: italy - Queensland 7 -~ 4: south Korea - Netherlands Lb - <:
south Korea — Italy 7 - 1: Taiwan A - Netherlands 11 - © : Mexico
-Netnerlands ¢ = Q: ruerto Rico - Netnerlands 5 - 4: Japan - Nether
=lands 1¢ - ¢: atanfora U, - Netnerlanas 10 - O:
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Fiual Stahuings — 1 JAPAN., < South Korea, 5 Taiwan A. 4 Puerto
Rico, 5 Stanford University. 6 Netherlands. 7 Taiwan B,
8. Venezuela., Y, Mexico, 10 Italy, 11 Queensland.

JAPAN

Professional baseball in Japan drew about 18 million spectators
to its parks in 1987, Attenaance has doublea over the last twenty
years,

The Central League pennant winuers for 198( were Yomiuri Giants
the first ever Japanese pro. team. The Pacifiec League titie was won
by Seibu Lions, The Giants are the aristocrats of Japanese paseball,
while tne Seibu franchise has had a chequered history until a few
years ago. wuring the past five years the Lions have won four Pacif
-ic League titles and four Japan series.,

The Japan Series 1987 was won by 4 games to 2, total attendance
at the six games was <20,027. The MVP of the Series was kimiyasu
Kudo who was also the MVP in 1986, thas becoming the third player to
win two straight Japan Series MVP Awards,

Facific League MVP -as pitcner Osamu Higashio(Seibu Lions),
in vecember he was reported to his club as naving taxen part in gam
-bling at mahjong parties, uambling is forbidden in Japan except
for wagers on horse races, cycle racing, and speeavboat races. The
Lions were compellea to aiscipline Higashio oy imposing a neavy
fine ana suspending nim for six months,

Central league MVP was Xazuhiro Yamakura, catcher for the Yomiuri
Giants, his season figures were ITA .<73(hignest ever for a Yomiuri
catcher), <2 HR and 66RBI.

On June 13th. 1987 a new worla recora for consecutive games play
-ed was set by Sachio ninugasa(Hiroshima Toyo Carp), tne iron man
third baseman passed the mark of <,1350 games set by lou Gehrig of
tne New York Yankees. Gehrig's mark had stood since 1939. ninugasa
playea consecutive game number ¢,l3lon that aay. At the ena of the
season he had raisea tne recora to «,2lbgames, Kinugasa was awarded
the People's Meual by the Japanese government to celeorate tne feat.

NATIONAL, LEAGUE

The 1987 National League season was verymixed in so far as Notting
-ham knights were concerned. In posting a ,500 record the Knights
won and lost with every team in tne league, apparently a very
inconsistent performance. However, when you consider thnat tuney never
lost by more than four runs all year ana gained some runaway wins,
perhaps this team proved stronger than most were expecting.

Of course, there is little point in analysing a season of a mere
ten games, but the National League is a growing league and I am swre
we all loox forward to a truly extensive season for this league in
tne near future.

»n hurale for the Xnights in 1984 is tne use of wilford sports Com
-plex - a newly established venue, purpose built for baseball. There
will be problems in establishing this ground and things are oeing
put right for 1988, The League's non-support of this site is very
short-signted, Wilford exists specifically for paseball, it nas.a
capacity for growth ana for the adevelopment of spectator facilities,
but most importantly, in a League designed for tne best of British
Baseball, wilford has the space to set out a full sized baseball
arena, something that can never be provided by a football zround
or athletics stadium,

Jan williams,
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welsn gasebali Union.

The w.B.U. nas a new president, Reg St. Clare to follow tne late
Ivor Beynon, Reg played first base for tne ola Temple 3treet Y.M.C.A.
team ana won six welsn caps,

The 198v international will be played in Newport, and added interest
¥sé% arise as bkngland rather surprisingly beat wales at Liverpool in
Competition winners 1987,

Premier Div, Llanrumney Y.C, County Div, 3t. FPevers

Division 1, Bridgena Street vivision <. Grange Alpion 'Bf
Division 3. Rumney RFC 'B!' pivigion 4. Hendre

bivision 5, Llandaff Nortn 'B! Division 6. Grange tCatholics 'C*
Inter-Town Caraiff Inter-County Gwent,

watney Cup machen RFC B. Browne Cup hew Parx Liberals
B, Evans Cup Grange Albion 'B? Silver Bowl Llandaff North
welsh Brewers Cup Caerau w.B.U. Cup Llanrumney Y.C.

Ivor Beynon Memorial Cup =-'B' International wales,'B*
LADIES LEAGUE. wimuiers 1987,

Fremier pDiv., Canton athletic Livision 1. frelai
vivision ¢ 3t. Albans Livision 3 Star Sports
Div, I Cup Trelai Premier yiv., Cup Caerau
Div, & Cup Penarth JSeasiders Div. > Cup star 3ports
M. tvans Cup Penarth seasiders Inter-Town Cup Cardiff

$. Cornisn Cup st. Albans &, sSeager Cup Caerau

Hanaicap Cup Caerau

M1SCELLANY

The number eight spot in the oceoul Olympic Baseball Toyruament was
won by Canaaa. Tne Italy v, Canaca game of tne lnterconti al Cup
playea in Cuoa dauring Octover was aesignatea by the I.B.,a, as the play
-0ff gume for tnis purpose., 1 nave reaa tnat Cuba has witaarawn frouw
the (lympics of 1988, so presumably tue I.B.i. nas nad to nominate a
countr; tc orang tne number oacx up to eignt.

Tne 198¢ Claxton Shield Tournament enaea cnaotically, this competit
-ion aecides the Australian Inter-State Cnampionsnip. Tne Manhager of
the Victoria team, Jonn Galloway, refuseda to let his team play tne
second game of the final tihree pame series Vversus queensiand. Vicvoria
wanted the game to start at noon, after having agreed that it could
start at 5 p.m. when permission to start av noon was refused, Victoria
flew home, Tne Australian Basevall Pederation awaraea tue Sunieid %o
Queensland.,

1987 Italian Championship was won by Rimini who beat tne aefenaing
champions Grosseto oy four games to one in the best of seven firal.

Belgian Baseball Champions 1987 - Royal Antwerp hasnua Bagles, Tne
women's softovall title was won by Lucntoal Bernina.

Netherlandas. Baseball title in 1987 was won by vetacn Pirates of
Amsterdam.- Tie club also gained anotner success when its reserve team
Boekaniers won promotion to tie First aivision of tue national
competition.

Phe Netherlands Men's softball Championship was won for tne fifth
time by KoxolishiThe Hague), wno beat Bloewendaal 10 -~ 5 in tne iinal.
Frevious winners of tnis title include Terrasvogels( first ever champ
-ions in 1972), HCK, VIPS, ADC, wassenaar, Bloemendaal, Phoenix and
Hilversum

The 1987 Asian Championsihips were playea in Tokyo, winners were
Taiwan. Cther participants were Japan, south korea, Australia, Guam,
People's Republic of China «nd India,





