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HUMBERS I D

At the A.G.M. of B.B.F, Aumbersiae & question was ralsea
as to wny teams are being formed in most parts ox the country,
ana yet the Humpersiae League has not increased in 'pumbers for
some years. A speclal open meeting was arranged for the follow:
-ing week ana at that meeting the following iaeas ror ‘the exp
-ansion of the sport were adoptea, . v .
1. Phat eacs semior team ie being invitea to ddopt a senool..
<. sx~players are to be askea to nelp in coaching and umpiyr
-irimg, especially where experience is urgently required. :
5, Tee-ball is to be organised again this summer in an attempt
to catch the youngstera at an earlier age. These Sessioma will
pe hela at local sports centres, )

4. A special erive to attract present players to become coaches
is to be launched.

>. kstablishea clubs are to hola ®Opem Days” to which everyome
»ill be invites to "Come ama try“.

In the senior League Hull Mets atill appear to be the team
to beat. Lue to retirements though, it will be & new look Metws
this seasom. 50 warriors, Hoyals une Mariners look to have more
cnance of capturing tne title than they nave hua for several
seasons., o

Pne 1959 Junior League looks so epem thak ¥ cannot fore
-cast the probuble winners.

Keitn Marsanall.
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C.R,B.A.

The annual Congress was neie in Paris on <8th. January.
18 countries are now atfiliatea, ana Uzechoslovakisa whicn nas
veen participating im C.E.B.A. competitions since 1984 w1lll
pecome & tull member tnis year bringing tne tetal to 1Y.
imong the otficers elected wus Mr. Hamaz Gogliase(U.5.5.R.)
as 3re, Vice-FPresicemt.

Phe suropeam Unampionships 3ENIURS A 1989 will be hele in
Paris ~ troem 1 to 10 September; Great pritain will be on of
the 8 participants. For tne event @& brana new baseball staaium
is being built in Paris,

The Nuropean Cnampionships Juniors 198y is set tor 18 to
<5 July at Leeuwarden\The Netherlanas)

Pne suropean Cup A Pool will be played at vVilasecans
(spain), 15 to 18 June.

rhe EKuropean Cup B Pool 1989 will be playea at Reaaing,
(G.B.) from 1> to 1( June. Participants will pe Paris Univers
-ity Club, Mannheim Ternados(w. Germany),
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gntielu spartuns(Great sritain), Plyers rnerwil (Switzerlans),
p.J. sekel ERC Prague(Cvecnoslovakia), Vienua nomerunners
(Austria), vevils Helsinki(Pinland), Ljubl)jama(Yugoslavia).

Enfiele Spartans were imvited by the B.H.F. to organise
this tournament but aeclined the invitation; wnerseupon ANC
Rpaaing Royals unaertook tae task,

The next issue ol Baseball Mercury aboulu appear in July.
fne subscription fer tour issues 18 &l. supscriptions ana
items ror puplicatiom shoula be semt to william Morganm.

NORTH wsST
Softpball. FPirastly, L nave o notily you uaat 1 no longer have
anytning to a0 witn tne softoall Keaeration, [ resignea my
positions on tne wmational anu nortn west Commitieed,
However, 1 thinkKk your reausrs will pe 1nveresteu to leara tnatl
skelmersuale Jets won tne pritish Litle anu are now acceptea
in all sertball, as tne pritisn Laales rast Pitcn unamploms.
in 1lybo they were uelfeuteu omly once, 0y & touring siue frem
simbabwe, Tney also won tne Norin west Region title, anu the
tnree women's tast pitch cups, tne Lancashire uvup, tne yordon
Rimmer Trophy ana the Park Hotel %¥ropay.
Now on the bpaseball iromt.
annual awaras 1988.
League Champions, Burtonwoou Braves,
Robertson ‘ftrophy. uiverpool Trojams
Lancasnire Cup. purtonwood Braves.
Kookie leum Aware, otretfora A's,

Player o1 tne Year. Joan Leutn (Braves).

pitcning Awara. Bob Alger (Braves)

Frank Beacn, KRA award. Brian Bretnerton(Trojans)
Home Kun award, John Leath (Braves).

Mike Gee Batting Award. John Morrisey (Tigers).

Golaem Shoe Awara. Bob Orme (Braves).
Bert Mauae, most Improveu Player awara, Colin waae(Trejans)
Hoekie Awara. J. Jerters (Tigera).

Norman wells award, Players' Player. Geda Bassey{Tigers).

The long awsalteu onrusa o uew teums nes never aevelopea here
1n tne Nortn west. .€ nwve expanaeu tae ieague Dy ons only,
for the coming seasom. lnis will De « pecona team irom tns
skeimersuale rigers tlub.

We now nuve tue aifficult task ol splivting our leugue 1uto
two eivislens, wltn uaving Just unlae teams. we cousliaer an
elgut Team @lvlslon 18 & maxlmun IOXr OUX SnOrt sesson.

Great aevelopments nau been promigea 1rom tne Presten area; at
present taougn it looks as 11 we may nave & tedm emerging
consisting of Preston North knu soccer players.
we hau .Ome aaverse reactlon 10 tie news ot tne
—tion tees setv vy tue BBF.

All tne teams lrom last year are reportlng dsome cuanges. L new
eratt 18 expectesd at Burtouwoosw U.5. ACmYy ovase, 80 tne nraves
will lose mwny Of tneir ola playerxs,

new reglatru
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Tigers are ousy finaing out who plays 1or walch of tneir teaus,
Trojagu pave signewBob Alger, wno pitcnea for Burtonwood Braves
i 1980,

The skelmersuale Giants are navimg & resnutlle, Fhe main driv
-ing torce beninu the 10rmatlon &n& TUNALIRE ol tne Stretfore
iss, Colin Jackson, nus returmeu 0 nis native Glasgow,

after a lapse of two years, we are to re-activate our Youth
Leugue; we are noping t0 nuve st lewst iour teams,

Normun wells,

BRIT15H BaSkBALL FrusRATION
Tne B.B.#, hela &n EXTTaOTY&lBALY General Meeting «t Birmingaam
on 1oth, Jamuary. Herewitn ure & rew points selectea 1rom the
minutes of unat meeting.
senior Team arfiliatiom to be £100; tnis lee covers aam unlimit
-eu number of player registrations, sut mot tane imsurunce tee.
Junior teams - &£lc atfiliatiom fee,
British Kueck-eut Cup (hampionsnip competitiom 1989; two ‘Sexr
-eign players cam be imciuaea in the team squaa, If using &
foreigm player as a 'pitcher' tais must De statee in writimg.
Tne orgamisation's title was changea to the*Britisa(I.B.4s.)
Baseball Federatiom®,Tne Presisent explaimea the situatien and
tae objection ef the welan Buseball Unien to tne use of baseball
in the B.B.P. title, as tne w.B.U. controls a sport very eifferx
—ent trom the B.B.F. There naa beem & proposal to alter the
title to tne 'Britisn (American) Baseball Feaeration', but this
was rejectea in favour of the title alreauy mentionsd,
Mr. Roa Alexamaer of sports Bureau Internatienal, a sports
sponsoruship and public relations company employed by the
Scottish Amicable Assuramce Ceompany to handle buseball,
Mr. aAlexanaer explaineed that aue to thneir experience of the
growth of Aamerican Football eue te Cnannel Four coverage, they
had selectea baseball as & sport which had the growth potent
-ial ane aynamica to jusatify inveuting a sizeable sum im spoam
-gorship.
Much of the sponsorsnip budget haa beenm devoted to expanding TV
coverage; but S.B.1. had mo control over the TV scheduling and
the late night time slot had beem & diguster us far as viewing
figures were comcerned.
C4 nae misjuaged the situation, they seem to have litiie ecomm
—ant to baseball im bBritain, ane in Mr. Alexanaer's opimion
hau not done baseball any favours,
There was aiscuessiem about a proposed visit by three teama from
Canada in September 1989; these were a Torente team - players
aged under «¢l. A second Toronto team - players aged 18 and un
-er,; and a team from Hamiltom -players aged 16 and under,

XX XX A XxXXXXX&X

oNGLANU - U.S.a., TEST SERIES 1938,
Some time last year lon oSma wOOo orwarded me & lgtter that
he had receivea from Cuba requesting details of this aeries;
1 repeat nere some of theé informatiom 1 gave.
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In this series England was represented by a team drawm from
canadians who were playing in what were described as 'Profess
-ional League by the English press, but would be considered
semi-pro. by North Americans. The U.3.A. team was drawn from
players of hi school and small celleges im the U.S.A. a8

the N.B.A. €dbidered this would be the first of an ongoing
peries it was decided that no Americans would be selected for
the England team, Rochdale Greys a team of American Mormoms
were the club most affected by that ruling.

The press coverage was very patchy, a newspaper would cover a
game, &8 & rule not very well,when a Test Match was played in
ite town, but ignore Test Match results from elsewhere.

The game which received the beat coverage was the openimg match
of the series, this was at the Liverpool Giants Baseball Park;
the only genuine baseball park in England. Liverpool Giante
were owned by Mr. John Moores, President of the N.B.A. and head
of the Littlewoods concerm.

Liverpool had two eveming and one morning paper, and as the
game was played on a Saturday the game had some coverage from
Sunday newspapers pubiished in Manchester.

13/8/38, Atterdance about 6,000 - Result England 3 - U.S.A. O
Rosa Kendrick pitched for England and struck-out 16 batters.
Remarably, Ross drove to (ldham after this game and went out
to pitch for Uldham Greyhounds later that day.

15/8/38. Game at Craven Park Stadium, Hull, about 5,000 presest.
England won 8 - 6. Jerry Strong who played for the Hull club
struck-out 12 Americans,

16/8/38, Game played at Rochdale A.F.C. ground, Spotland,

This was home for the Rochdale Greys, the weather was bad and
as there were no Rochdale players in the England teanm, attend
-ance was poor, about 1,000 spectators. The U.5.A. wen

5-0,

17/8/38. Game 4, played at The Snay, Halifax Town A.F.C.
ground, Halifax had a guceesaful basesball club, and lecal
idols were in the England squad. About 5,000 spectators saw
Emgland clinch the series, winning 4 - O behind the pitching
of Rosa Kendrick who got lc strike-outs,

18/8/38. Game 5. Played at Headingley Rugby League ground.

An abbreviated game, called at the end of the sixth inning,
due to bad light., England won 5 - 3. Jerry Strong(Hull) and
Rose Kendrick(Oldham) shared the pitching duties,

A very elaborate trophy was givem by Mr. Moores for competit
—ion in this series. The Trophy was used by the International
Amateur Baseball Organisation for some time,

I became interested in the sport in 1938 but had never heard
of this series until 1963, when on a visit to Merseyside, Peter
Hemuings, the then secretary of the Merseyside Baseball League
mentioned it to me. I researched the peries; and some years
later was surprised to learan that F.I.B.A. the amateur sport's
governing body comsidered that England was the first World
Amateur Champiens.





