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EAST MIDLANUS.

Junior baseball 1s, unfortunately, struggling to stay alive in
the rast Mialanas. we are now uown to two teams, Nottingham sraves
and novtingnam rirates, who playea tneir first game on rriaday, lota.
June, Pirates beating the Braves 10 - 4, Ii our future lies with
the youngsters inen we desperately neea more people putting some
etfort into a youth programme, otuerwise, within « lew years, |
fear our oenior League will also begin to contract.

Our rast Mialanus senior League is playing in two aivisions of
five teams each. normets nead uivision 1, mot having conceued a
league game, followea by Peterborougn sulls, Nottingnham rirates,
Nottingham imperials ard Arnold astros, Leaaing aivision 2 are
Sutton Royals, followed by Birmingham Braves, Hirmingham bhodgers,
Boston Hed 50x ana ashoby Royals.

Tne Jean senson kast Miulanas Cup nas gone through tune various
rounds, nornets ana Pirates muking tne final, aue to be played on
Yth. July.

Pirates playea exceptionally well against Hornets in tne secona
round of tne BLF nNational K.0, vup, beating tnem 15 - 5 anu in
-Ilicting a surprise early exit om tneir locual rivals.

nNottingham Knighnte are not aoing to well in the scotulsn
AmlCable National League but they nave won one out of their rirst
taree games, wnicn at least bet.ers last year's abysmal record.

oneila williama,

HUMBrRSIus,

During the whitsuntiue nolidays tne Hull Mets Juniors went on a
mini-tour to ANTWrRP, Belgium, The Mets side consistea of turee
lo year olus, ana tifteen othners, ages ranging from twelve to feurt
~een, Ine first game wud versus Mortsel ptars, Mets winning9 - o.
The second game was agalnst porgerhout squirrels, wnose players
ranged Irom lo to <V years old. against all tne odus, Mets Juniors
won once again, score 4 — 2. Tnis was one ol tne best perrormances
I nave ever seen ITOm & Jjunior slide, as The game was playeu ou &
full size diamond, and regulation baseball rules, wnich of course
Britisn juniors are not useda to,

Lo single out anyone in tnis victory would be unfair as every
player emerged with credit, Tne Junior Mets proveu Just a3 big &
nit off tne fielu a8 on 1t, making friends witn tne selygian Play
~ers after the matches anu in general being a creuit to Britisa
Baseball,

In the Hull League it looks once again as 1f Hull Mets wilil ve
Champions, ‘‘nougn not as sSirong «3 1ln previous seasons, tne younger
players have really playeu well turougnout thne season, anu tanougin
I do notv tnink tney are ready GO wln anytning hationally, tne clubtas
youtn policy seems to be paying alviaends. In a couple of years
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the Mets will pe reauy to take anyoouy on.

In the BB¥ K.O, Cup one or the best results was Hull warriors
victory over Liverpool 1Pigers. i'he player wno daiu tne damage
agalns¢ the Tigers was 18 year ola pitcher varren Butler, a laa
who 18 snowing & lot of potemtial in the Hull League.

Iu the nNational League the Humbersiae Bears nuve a new manager,
Alan asquith. Alan nas veen out of the game for several years; if
he can get tne Bears playing with anytning like the skill ana
determination that ne displayea when he was -Britain's No. 1
pitcher, then wnational League watcn out!

Keith Marsnall

NORTH WEST LEAGUE Norman wells,

we approacnea the 1989 season with a dilemma - how to construct
a scheuule 10r tven teams in the short season we have?

The first time for many a year that we have had more than
eight teams, we elected to go for a six team First vivision, and
a four team sSecond vivision, The second Livision teams woula play
each other four times, with two Cup competitions involving all
teams, we felt that we had adequately copea., 50 far, se good.

But within two weeks 1t all fell apart. First the Trojans seconu
team was torced to disband(maybe temporarily) due to intensive
studies itor exums(tnese were youngsters still at achool). This
reduceu twne second division to three teams. Then, worse still. the
Giants, naving moveda to Kirkoy, and thus re-nameu Kirkby Giants,
folaea after just two games, Ineir remaining players were aple to
find alternative baseball with the Mersey Mariners of the National
League, wnow ohe First vivision was reducea to tive teams.

Too late to re-shuffle, we nave to go along with an awkwara set
-up. with auindsight, we had not lookeu too carefully at signs which
were there to be seen, we could have handled an eight team league
quite easily, anu 80 ensured all teams plenty of baseball,

Anyway, the Leagues are veing very closely fougnt out, with
okelmersdale Tigers s8till undeteateu in uvhe Firat uvivision, with
1rojans anua braves having each lost one game, The Zecond Uivision
18 leu by Preston pobcats.

Jieve Nero, last year's National League MVP, finally signea for
a Nortn west uivision team, the Trojans, but transierred before
throwing a ball, He is now with Burtonwood Braves, and with such
an acquisition, the Braves must surely be on their way to retainn,
-ing the title that tney won last year.

Nero proved his worth wnen ne outclassea the Humbersiae Bears
on 10th. June, he struck-out ¢j vautters, ana hit a two run homer,

Umpires still remain & major problem. On the other hand, off
-geuson scorers clinics nave ensurea that all but two teams have
competent scorers, and we now boast two International Scorers,
and a furtner scorer will qualify in 1990, For those teams which
failed to attend clinics, we have floating scorers who are pre
-pared to travel, and score for such clubs., We also have a well
founded Area Scorers Association.

The next issue of Baseball METCUry Bhould appear in November,
Subscription for four issues is £1. Subscriptions and any items
for publication should be sent to the editor.
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COUNTRY PLAYKRS CHAMPION CLUB
Italy 14,445 Ronson ILenolr Rimini
Netherlands 15,075 Haarlem Opel Nicols
Prance 10,141 Paris Universite Club
weat Germany 2,050 Mannheim Tornudos
Belgium 1,991 Royal antwerp Nashua Kagles
Gt, Britain 1,155 Cobham Yankees

Spain 1,059 Viladeeans(Barcelona)
Sweaen 739 lLeksand

Switzerlanda 49 Flyers Therwil
Tunisia 485

Yugoslavia 469 Gunclje Ljubljana
Czechoslovakia 460 T.J. Sokol Prague KRC
U.S.8.R. 460

Malta 438

Polana 347

Finlana 250 Devals Helsinki

San Marino 164

Denmark 140

Austria 113 Vienna Homerunners

Total 48,435. This is plus 2,285 on the 1987 figure

EURCPEAR CUP “A" POOL. Played at Viladecans, Spaim 13/18 June.

T onTy nave incomplefe results,

The Cup was won by Rimini wno beat Haarlem Nicols 3 - 1 in the de
~ciaing game. Thus Haarlem Nicols came second, This wasRimini's
third success in wuropeam Cup Competition.

Other reaults which 1 nave are :- Haarlem Nicols beat Parma(Italy),
the Cup holuers 10 - 3, Haarlem Nicols - Rimini & - 5,
Leksand(sweden) - Antwerp 3 - 4. Parma - Viladecans 17 - 3

Haarlem Nicols - Antwerp 20 - 6,

EUROPEAN CUP “B" POOL. Played at ANC RERADING ROYALS ground, King's
Meadow, Reaaing 14/17 June.

Eight contestants, split into two pools. In each pool a round
robin was played to ueciae places one to four; the teams then play
-ed agaanst thne similarly placed teams in the other pool to dec
-ide tne final positions.

Group A consisted of Flyers Therwil(Switz,),Enfield Spartans(G.B.),
Vienna Homerunners(Austria), TJ sokol(Cszech,)

Group B. Mannnheim Tornados(W. Germany), Paris Univeraite Club
(France), Helsinki vevils(Pimlanda), Gumclje Ljubljana(Yugoslavia)
Results - Flyers - Homerunners 13 - 7.Gunclje - PUC 5 - z0.
Tornados- pevils 20 - 10. Sokol - Spartans 9 - b,

Sokol - Homerunners 16 - 4, Gunclje - Devils & - 4 .

Spartans -~ Flyers lo - 3, PUC - Tornaaos 13 - 5,

Flyers - Sokol 7 - Y, Devils - PUC O - 29. Tornados - Gunclje

12 - 1. Homerunners - Spartans 9 - 15.

Group Places, A B
TJ Sokol 1 PUC
Spartans 2 Tornados
Flyers 3 Gunclje
Homeru.aners 4 uevils

First Place play-off. PUC beat Sokol 9 - 8. Third Place, Tornaaoe
veat Spartans 18 - 9, Fifth Place. Gunclje beat Flyers 17 - 2.
Seventh Place. vevils beat Homerunners 15 - 4.
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Final Placea. 1. PUC: &¢. TJ sokol: 3. Tornauocs: 4. Spartans:
5. Gunclje: b, Plyers: 7. Uevils: 8. Homeruaners,
Tnree Inuiviaual Pfrophies were awaraed. Leaailng pitcner went to
a Gunclje player. Top Hittex to the PUC thirdpaseman, MVP to the
PUC catcher.
Most of the orpganisation work was aone by Jack Garuela, assisted
oy Paul Raybould. Jack originally came from the Basque area of
Spaln, where he began his baseball career. In his youtih he played
baseball for Spain, Technical Commissioner was Xke Halvarson
(3weaen), a second comuissioner shoula have come from Spain but
cabled to state that he could not come, A senior member of the
PUC party was appointed to fill the vacancy. The whole tournament
was a credit to the organisers, particularly when Reading Royals
have only existea for about three years.

PUC loockea far and away the best organised club present. Enfield
spartans faced a great problem, which some of the other weaker
clubs shared with them, a pitching staff which was inadeguate to
play four games in four days, Enfield had two pitchers, (scar
Marcellino ana Ian Lanario, each of them pitched in three games,
ana each seewed weary when facing their third pitching stint,

MISCELLANY
Great Britain will probably play a Major League Oldtimers team at
0ld Trafford Cricket Ground, Mancnester om 24tn. September. Tne
came is tied-in with Manchester's attempt to secure the 1996 Summer
Olympics, and the fact that baseball will be an Olympic sport from
1992.
Tne French Baseball & Softball Federation is currently receiving
government funding of about 2,650,000Fr. (approx £260,000).
The Great Britain team is to play a U.3.A.F. team at Lakenheath
on 9tn, July, following this game a 20 player squad will oe named
for the European Championships "A" Pool, to be played in Paris
during September,
Among persons present at Reading were men concerned with organis
-ing baseball at Bristol ana Torbay. I neard that tnere are groups
at Exeter and Plymouth, and there seems a strong chance that a
six or eight team league will ve operating in the Southwest, if
not in 1990 then certainly by 1991.

) THE NETHERLANDS
Premier pivision. stanaings as at ¢lst. June

Club P1, Pta] Cluo ¥l1. Pis,.
1. Neptunus 24 37 6. HCAw 23 20
2. Pirates 24 34 | 6. Giants 25 20
3. Haarlem Rnicols 23 é8 | 8. Sparta 24 18
4, ABRO 24 24 8. Spartaan 24 18
5. Kinheim 24 43 |10. PSSV 25 12

Jim stoeckel, the American who is acting as head coach of the
Netherlanas team until 1991, nas selectea eignteen players for tne
World Port Tournament to be playea at Rotteraam, 14/25 July; ana
the European Championships at Paris,

Players selected_are Kohl, Koster, ue Vries, Fluonia, ve Bruin,
Eenhorn, kruyt (all Neptunus), Lommerae, Nanne, Lemmink,

Van Dalen (All Kinheim), Stovelaar, Ansjeliema, Boon, Faneyte,

Van Renselaar (All Pirates), Volkerijk and wilson( both ADC).





